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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


WueEn the Irish Suppression Bill shall at length have struggled 
through the House of Commons, and be again deposited in the 
paternal arms of Lord Grey, we shall be curious to observe what 
will be his style of address when he again presents the darling to 
his brother Peers, “‘ shorn of its original brightness “—deprived 
of nearly all that ‘“ sweet severity of aspect " which proved so at- 
tractive in their eyes when they first welcomed it into existence, 
with gratitude and delight. 

In addition to the important alterations in the Court-martial 
clauses which we detailed last week, Ministers have excluded from 
the operation of the bill all offenceSeven of an insurrectionary 
character—such as resistance to the payment of rent and tithes 
—when such acts are not accompanied with threats or violence. 
Under the same exclusion fall the publication and hawking of 
seditious p!2ca;ds and pamphlets. 

Instead of the police and soldiery being authorized to seize all 
persons found out at night, they are only directed to arrest such as 
are away from home under suspicious circumstances; and even 
then the persons arrested may be bailed. 

Perhaps the most hateful clause in the whole bill, was the 
nineteenth, which authorized domiciliary visits. This is now mo- 
dified in such a way as-to render it comparatively unobjectionable. 
The soldiery and police are not to enter any dwelling-house for- 
cibly, under any circumstances. But the names of the inmates 
are to be written on the outside of the door, and they may be called 
upon by name to come out and show themselves: if no answer is 
returned, the party who is inquired for is to be held as absent. 

The Courts-martial, instead of being secret tribunals, are to be 
held with open doors; and the counsel for the accused may take 
notes and cross-examine witnesses, as in ordinary courts of justice. 
The Courts-martial are also empowered to issue warrants com- 
pelling the attendance of witnesses for the defence, as well as the 
prosecution; and no officer can be a member of one of these 
courts who has been actively engaged on regimental duty in the 
district where it is to sit. 

The Lords-Lieutenant of counties and the resident Magistrates 
may call public meetings for legal purposes in the proclaimed dis- 
tricts, and it shall not be permitted to the Viceroy to disperse such 
meetings. All persons, however, not residing in the barony or 
district where the meetings are held, are prohibited from attending 
them. 

The Corporation Magistrates in the cities, whose corruption and 
ignorance are so notorious, are prohibited from exercising any au- 
thority under the act. This important amendment was adopted 
last night, at the suggestion of Mr. Rurnven. We should like 
to know how Lord Broveua, the grand object of whose life has 
been to purify the administration of the law and obtain substantial 
justice for the people, can excuse himself for having suffered such 
a clause as this to pass through his hands unnoticed. But the 
whole bill, as it was passed by the Lords with his entire approval, 
was a disgrace to modern legislation ; not merely on account of its 
arbitrary principle, but because the gross technical blunders, 
which jostled each other through every important clause, were 
sent down to the House of Commons by the Lord Chancellor of 
England, to be exposed and amended by ignorant country gentle- 
men, and Repealers from the wilds of Connaught. 

Other minor alterations have been made, all having more or less 
a tendency to mitigate the ferocity of the measure. 

For making these modifications, Ministers certainly deserve a 
degree of credit which we are most ready to allow them. They 
have acted wisely in yielding to the force of public opinion, when 
they found that it was inilp harming more averse to the despotic 
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clauses in their bill. That they would offend some of their Con- 
servative supporters by so doing, was to be expected. The Earl 
of Dartineton, Mr. SHaw, and Colonel Percrvat, have all 
very decidedly expressed their disapprobation of the Ministerial 
want of firmness; and Captain Yorke thinks that the best thing 
that can be done with the worthless bill, is to throw it into the 
fire,—a proposal which Mr. O'ConneELt declared it would delight 
him to second. 

The debate in the Committee has not called forth any eloquence, 
although SHert and O'ConneELL have fought their battle with 
acuteness and perseverance, and certainly with no inconsiderable 
success. Yet Mr. D. W. Harvey, one day this week, actually 
advised the Irish members to withdraw their ineffectual opposi- 
tion to the bill, and suffer Ministers to pass it as speedily as pos- 
sible, on their own responsibility! Mr. Rorsuck also recom- 
mended the Irish members to imitate the example set by Mr. Fox 
and his friends some thirty or forty years ago, and secede from the 
House in a body, on the ground that their presence there only ex- 
posed them to constant defeats and mortification, and worked no 
good purpose : and this sagacious admonition was given, too, when 
every successive night furnished additional evidence that the perti- 
nacious opposition had been of the greatest service, in pointing out 
blunders so monstrous, and exposing provisions so atrocious, that 
no member of the House, uninfected with the venom of Orangeism, 
could venture to defend or maintain them. Mr. O'ConnNeELL, 
however, “totally and distinctly disclaimed such advice,” and 
declared ‘‘ that he should consider it an unpardonable dereliction 
of duty to follow it.” In this opinion, we, who do not often agree 
with Mr. O'CoNnNELL in matters of conduct, entirely concur. 

When the famous tenth or Court-martial clause was under de- 
bate in the Committee, on Tuesday, Ministers were startled by an 
unexpected attack by Mr. ABercRomBy, one of the members for 
Edinburgh. Mr. Stantry was confounded, and, instead of his 
usual energy and debating boldness, betrayed symptoms of alarm 
and distress. ‘“ Well might he tremble.” Mr. ApeRcRomBY is 
no hotheaded, prejudiced Radical—no Agitator or Repealer—but 
a cool and experienced lawyer, who speaks seldom, and weighs 
well what he utters. It was his deliberate opinion that Ministers 
had failed in making out their case; and Mr. STANLEY was aware 
that this opinion would make heavily against them when they 
came to divide. Notwithstanding all the modifications and dilu- 
tions which its rigour had undergone, 130 members voted against 
the clause, in opposition to 270. 

The bill has at length gone through the Committee. The re- 
port was ordered last night, to be taken into consideration on Tues- 
day next. 

The measure of last session for the collection of tithe arrears is 
to be abandoned. Lord Attruorp has announced, that Ministers 
have it in contemplation to introduce another measure, which 
would render the former one unnecessary. Burke says, that 
‘a mistake in the application of strong measures ” is the greatest 
of political blunders. What does this declaration of Lord AL- 
THORP, then, amount to? Was not the tithe measure of last ses- 
sion a strony one? Has it not been fearfully misapplied ? 

The Committee appointed to search for precedents for the intro- 
duction of the Irish Church Reform Bill, without first passing 
through a Committee, have repoited that they can find no such 
precedents ; and that as the bill is a tax-bill, it must be brought 
forward in the usual way,—that.is, in a Committee of the whole 
House. Ministers, therefore, have not been able to get out of the 
scrape, and must begin de novo. 

The Earl of Ropen, backed by his faithful ‘squire, Bishop Pu1t- 
ports, made a furious attack on Tuesday upon the Irish Education 
Board, and the system which they had adopted for instructing the 
poor. The Archbishop of Dublin and Lord PLunxert, however, 
had a decided advantage over them in the debate: they triumph- 
antly replied to all their charges, and exposed with great energy 
and some bitterness the system of agitation and persecution which 
the Orange parsons have pursued, and by which they have exas- 
perated the Catholic peasantry against them. The history of 
the Irish disturbances is as yet, we suspect, very imperfectly 
known. 

Mr. Tuomas Atiwoop, on Thursday, rather adroitly moved, as 
an amendment to Lord ALtrHorp’s motion for going into a Com- 
mittee on the Irish Suppression Bill, that a Select Committee 
might be appointed to inquire into the distressed state of the 
country. He supported his motion in a speech of great length, 
full of details of the sufferings of the labouring poor, which he as- 
serted to be greater than had ever been known in former periods. 
Many of his statements, however, are evidently much exagge- 
rated. The real, and scarcely concealed, though not avowed ob- 
ject of the motion, was an “action on the currency.” On this 
ground, and because it would lead to much inty and per- 
plexity among the monied and « i 
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‘was opposed by Lord Anrnorp, and rejected by a majority of 
192 to 158. 

Sir Witt1aAm InaiLpy preceded Mr. Arrwoop on Thursday, 
with a motion for the repeal of the duty on Malt. This also Lord 
Axtuorp resisted, as ill-timed: he wished to avoid saying any 
thing respecting the répeal of any of the taxes, until the financial 
year was closed, and he could tell what the revenue actually was. 
There seemed to be a general disinclination to press the motion to 
a division at that time, and Sir W. Ine1xsy therefore withdrew it 
for the present. 

Mr. Fowrtt Buxton's motion for the Abolition of Slavery is 
pre. on the understanding that Lord Auruorp will bring 

orward a Government measure for that purpose on the 23d of 
April next. 





The obliging and disinterested offer of Russia to assist the 
Sultan against his rebellious vassal the Pacha of Egypt, has been 
decidedly declined. The French Admiral and Ambassador to the 
Porte, Rousstn, promptly interfered to send back the Russian 
fleet, which had actually anchored within sight of Constantinople. 
He also pledged himself to procure the consent of At, and his 
victorious son Inrauim, to reasonable terms of peace. The terms 
are said to be determined upon between the Sultan and the French 
Ambassador; but, although it is reasonable to expect that they 
will be acceded to by Aur Pacha, there is no positive intelligence 
to that effect. Aleppo and Scanderoon, it is supposed, will be 
given up to the Porte, and Syria and Jerusalem to the Egyptians. 


The trial of Benoisr and Berceron, for shooting at the King 
of the French, has terminated in their acquittal, as was expected. 
The evidence against them appears to have been very vague; and 
there is something about the whole affair which looks like trickery. 
The persons who landed from the brig Carlo Alberto with the 
Dutchess pe Berat, last spring, have also been acquitted. Cer- 
tainly, no Government has been more unfortunate in their State 
prosecutions than that of Louis Pui.ip. 

It is said that Pozzo p1 Borgo has been making some angry 
remonstrances with the Duke pr Broatiz respecting the spirited 
interference of the French Admiral at Constantinople. This is not 
unlikely, The disappointment to the Russian Emperor, who must 
have felt Turkey almost within his friendly grasp, is unquestion- 
ably very severe. The open conquest of that country may yet be 
deferred for a good many years; and such an opportunity for 
quietly garrisoning Constantinople may never occur again. 


The agents of Don Pepro in London have published what they 
call an official bulletin, containing an account of an attack upon 
the Miguelite positions on the north of Oporto, which were car- 
ried with a loss of 600 men to the Miguelites, and a very slight 
loss to the garrison. Provisions and ammunition are also said to 
have been landed in considerable abundance at Oporto, and the 
spirit of the inhabitants and the soldiery is represented as being 
excellent. The Standard throws discredit upon this account; 
which, indeed, is liable to suspicion, inasmuch as it does not very 
Piainly appear how the intelligence could have been received. 

he steam-boat which arrived from Vigo four days ago might have 
brought it; but how does it happen that the news was not more 
quickly promulgated ? 


The accounts from Madrid confirm the report that the Cortes 
were to be assembled in order to abolish the Salic law, and ac- 
knowledge the title of the Queen's daughter to the throne. ZEA 
Bermupvez was said to be still on bad terms with the Queen; 
but the latter retained her ascendancy over the dotard her hus- 
band, and, it was supposed, would soon be able to oust the 
Minister. 





Debates and Proceedings in Parliament. 


1. Distress or THE Country. When the order of the day was 
read, on Thursday, for the House going into a Committee on the Irish 
Disturbances Bill, 

Mr. Tuomas Artwoop opposed the motion that the Speaker do 
leave the chair. He considered it extremely dangerous that the time 
of the House should be further occupied in discussing a measure which 
concerned the English people so slightly. He would therefore bring 
forward his motion for a Select Committee to inquire into the distresses 
of the country. Nothing, he regretted to say, had been done by the 
Reformed Parliament, after having been nine weeks in Session, to 
relieve the distresses of the working classes; who were not, like the 
nobility, created for mere ornament, but were the backbone of the 
nation. The sufferings of these classes were worse now than in 1816 
and 1819, The petitions of the people were neglected. ‘The House 
paid not a single hour’s attention to the millions of petitions that were 
sent to it. 

Humble as he was, he would speak the truth, caring little how it was re- 
ceived by any party. What he wanted was, that the cause of distress should 
be discovered, and when discovered, a remedy should be applied. One half of 
the working population toiled with scarcely any benefit to themselves, and an- 
other half had no employment at all. One half were dying by inches, and the 
other half were seaneliaiaig from door to door, claiming charitable relief. The 
labourer that cultivated the soil, by his labour alone produced one quarter of the 
produce of it, whilst, with the aid of machinery, he produced four times more of 
the good things of life than were necessary for himself. Yet his ungrateful 
country, when he gave bread ‘to four families, refused to him a sufficient quan- 
tity to support one. At the present time, working-men consumed three quar- 
ters less flesh-meat'than they did at the time of the war. 

_ . Thesagriculturakinterest, the cotton trade, the shipping business, 
were all on the brink of ruin. 








The shipping of the mighty port of London might be said to be in the hands 
of the mortgagees. To his knowledge, two thirds of the shipping in that port 
were mortgaged ; and that state of ruin was approaching to its final close, for 
the mortgagees were in many instances about to foreclose, and to sell the ships 
for whatever th might feteh. If that was a fact,—and he was ready to prove 
that it was so,—he thought that of itself made out a case for inquiry. He 
would then beg them to look to the state of the East and West Indies, and all 
our other Colonies. They were running rapidly to ruin. Then if they looked 
at the state of our poor, what would they see? The poors-rates were double 
what they were fifteen years ago. Double the number of bushels of wheat were 

aid weekly to them, that was paid at the conclusion of the war; and it would 

ave been easier for the people of England to pay four times as much to the sup- 
port of the poor as they actually did pay, than it would be for them now to pay 
double the amount they then paid. 

The state of millions in this country was so dreadful that they looked 
with joy at the death of their neighbours, in the hope that their pro- 
perty might become their own. The country was divided into two 
classes, the affluent and the distressed. The affluent fundholders who 
had every 60/. of capital raised to the value of 90/. were the only pros- 
perous people. Landed property was deeply mortgaged. Tradesmen 
were ina state of ruin, and could not pay the taxes. The time was 
come to inquire into the causes of this state of things— : 

He thought that the time had then come when they were bound to inquire 
why, at the end of seventeen years of profound peace, they were in a worse state 
than after an equal period of war. He attributed it to the change made in the 
currency ; and the Government admitted that in that measure they had com- 
mitted a gigantic error, but said it was now too late to retreat. They admitted 
that they had brought the country to such a state by that measure, that it would 
now be ruin to retreat, ruin to go forward, and ruin to stand still. He had said 
the same thing fifteen years ago, and had foretold them at the same time such 
would be the result of the change. Even Sir Robert Peel had said that the 
country was in such a state that it could neither bear the disease nor the remedy 
for it. After stating that much, it was hardly necessary for him to say that the 
question was one which required deliberation and inquiry. 

The agricultural classes were driven, two years ago, by extreme 
misery into open insurrection. The farmer had been compelled to in- 
crease wages, and by so doing had sunk his capital. The people were 
reduced to the same state as the murderers employed by Macbeth‘ so 
weary with disasters, and tugged with fortune, that they would set 
their lives- on any chance to mend them or be rid of them.” It was. 
asserted, by the delegates from nine parishes of Westminster, about 
three ‘honths ago, that the trade of the metropolis had been carried on 
without profit for a series of years. A resolution to the same effect 
was passed at a large meeting of tradesmen of the Ward of Cheap. 

He could state it as a positive fact, which he was ready to prove, that 100,000 
persons were then out of employment in the metropolis alone, who were willing 
to work but were unable to get it. Wages had been dimished to such a degree, 
that the most efficient men were not able to get more than 8s. who formerly 
earned 13s. That was not sufficient to support the labourer. But man should 
be allowed to live by his labour. That was one of the great bonds of society, 
without which, indeed, society could not exist; and it was the duty of Govern- 
ment to see that it was maintained, or it could not expect obedience from the 
people. 

He then adverted to the dreadful state of Ireland. He attributed 
the evils of that country, as well as all the misery of England, to Peel’s- 
Bill. The landlords could not reduce rents while they had the interest 
of mortgages to pay, the amount of which interest was in fact doubled, 
though it was pretended that it would only be raised four per cent. by 
the change in the currency. They were therefore forced to press upon 
the tenant; and the consequence was crime, wretchedness, and emigra- 
tion. He reminded the House of the vast number of petitions which 
had been sent up in 1822, 1827, and 1829, and of the little attention 
which those petitions had received. The whole of the distress com- 
plained of was intimately connected with the currency question. There 
would be an end of agitation, if the petitions of the people received 
proper attention from Ministers and Parliament. It was said that 
agitation was a profitable trade— 

He was an agitator, and he would say that he found the calling not profitable 
in his small way, more than Hampden found it in his large one. It had occasioned 
him the coolness of friends, the loss of connexions; even the dungeon and the 
scaffold were placed before his eyes: but he braved all—he felt that he was aet- 
ing justly, and he feared not ; he looked only to the restoration of liberty and to 
the relief of the distress which afflicted his country. 

He concluded by imploring the House to grant the Committee. 

Mr. Grtton seconded the motion. . Inquiry was necessary; for he 
believed that the House was unacquainted with the overwhelming 
misery of the lower classes. 

Was it wonderful that discontent should exist, when, in many instances, a 
man could earn only 5s. 4d. per week, out of which he had to support himself 
and family, to educate his chidren, and to pay his rent? The depression of 

rices generally might be inferred from a reference to one article, denominated 
Pullicates. In 1814, the price per yard for weaving Pullicates was 9d. ; in 
1815, 7d.; in 1816 (when there was a stagnation of trade), 4d.; in 1848, 
1819, and 1820, 54d. ; from 1822 to 1825 the average was 4d. ; in 1826, 2}d. ; 
in 1827, 3$d. ; and now, in 1833, what did the House suppose the workman 
received ?—why 23d. ; being little more than one fourth of what he received in 
1814, 

He trusted that Ministers would not disdain to institute an inquiry 
into the causes of the present distress. 

Lord AtrHorp was far from thinking that the question should not 
be discussed, although the time selected by Mr. Attwood for bringing 
it forward was inconvenient. As for inquiry, he was confident that 
his own opinion on the currency question, on which he had made up 
his mind, would be confirmed by it. It was very clear that Mr. 
Attwood’s motion was plainly and directly aimed at the currency. It was 
very easy to say, as Mr. Attwood had said, that the distress of 1833 
was caused by the bill of 1819; but admitting that to be true, what 
remedy was to be proposed in the Committee for those evils? Mr. 
Attwood had drawn a shocking picture of the state of the working 
classes: he did not, he could not believe it to be a correct one. He 
denied that the labouring classes were in greater distress than they had 
ever been before. 

He believed that there was more.employment, more work, at the present time, 
and consequently less distress, than at many former periods. He felt that with 
respect to a certain class considerable distress prevailed—he alluded to the hand- 
loom weavers. But the reason of that distress was not to be traced to.the state 
of the currency, nor to.any thing of that sort, but to the increase of machinery. 
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In some parts of the country, also, he admitted. that great distress prevailed 
amongst the agricultural labourers; but this was be theo eee ve general. Mr. 
Attwood had stated, that in consequence of the dist of 1820, the wages 
of the agricultural labourers had been raised very high. ‘If that were the 
fact, how was it consistent with the distress of which he had spoken so largely ? 
There was distress, he admitted; but that-distress had nothing to.do with the 
currency. It arose from other canses—causes to the consideration of which it 
was, of course, the duty: of that House toa ly itself. 

It was said that tradesmen had been‘ living on their capital for seve- 
ral years. This assertion disproved itself; for if it were true, trade 
would soon be annihilated. He thought that the distress which really 
did exist, would be augmented by granting a Committee. 

What must be the effect on every sort of credit, private as well as public, if a 
Committee were appointed, and an inquiry made in that House, the purpose of 
which would evidently be to effect, if possible, a depreciation of the currency ? 
Was:there any gentleman in that House, or any gentleman in the country, who 
owed more money than he could pay on the moment, that would not be affected 
by such a proceeding ? Every man who was not prepared to pay his mortgage 
next week, every man who was not prepared to pay whatsoever debts he owed 
immediately, must suffer by it. The consequence of taking such a step was 
quite clear—every creditor, fearing that the debt due to him would be decreased 
in value, would immediately and peremptorily enforce his demand. Therefore, 
he contended that the appointment of such a Committee must necessarily cause 
a general stagnation of credit. 

He concluded by saying, that fo return toa depreciated currency, 
would be to inflict the greatest conceivable injustice. He thought it 
right to state his opinion explicitly on this part. He therefore would 
oppose the motion. 

Mr. Conserr would oppose a motion fora Committee to inquire 
whether the currency should be changed or not ; but he saw no reason 
to oppose one for inquiry into the distress of the country, and the means 
of alleviating it, although an alteration in the currency might be pro- 
posed as one of those means. 

Mr. E. L. Butwer would vote against a Committee, moved for by 
persons known to entertain certain opinions on the currency question. 
The effect of such a Committee would be to shake the confidence of 
the country. Much of the distress complained of arose from a bad ad- 
ministration of the poor-laws; into which, he was glad to learn, a 
Commission had been appointed to inquire. 

Mr. ScrorerreLp dwelt upon the distress of the commercial and 
manufacturing classes. 

With the exertion of his best energies, he could make no profit in trade at 
the present time. ¢* Hear!” and a laugh.) Gentlemen who laughed might 
find it difficult to refute him. He did not state the fact with a view to excite 
compassion, being independent of commercial speculations, but for the purpose 
of showing that the distress was not, as Lord Althorp appeared to suppose, ex- 
clusively confined to the labouring classes. (Lord Althorp—* I said 
‘chiefly.””) Inhis opinion, the lower part of the middle class of society suf- 
fered most. Shopkeepers were in a very bad condition. Going from Charing 
Cross to the Royal Exchange, it would be found that three fourths of the shop- 
keepers on both sides of the way were in a state of insolvency, if called on to 
make good their engagements. 

He read extracts from letters, showing the distressed state of the 
Birmingham people, and the increase in the amount of the poor-rates. 
He concluded by expressing his intention to vote for the motion. 

The motion was supported by Mr. Maxwe.t and by Mr. G. Youna, 
who said, that in the Tower Hamlets the distress of the labouring 
classes was greater than it had been for twenty years. 

Sir J. Wrorresiey admitted the existence of great distress among 
the people. The bill of 1819 was a great mistake: there ought to 
have been an equitable adjustment at that time. The bill of 1826 aggra- 
vated the effects of that mistake. But he would vote against the 
appointment of a Committee, which could dono good unless its duties 
were thoroughly defined. Hewas of opinion also, that Mr. Attwood 
ought not to hold out expectations to the people which could not be 
realized. He thought that a reduction of taxation would really effect 
much good, and that it ought to be pressed upon the Government. 

Mr. Cray would oppose the motion, as not likely to lead to any 
practical good. 

Mr. CayLry would vote for the motion, if it were pressed ; but he 
thought it would be best to withdraw it, as many members had left the 
House, not supposing that it would be brought forward. 

Mr. Barine said, it would be best to postpone the consideration of 
the currency question, till the motion of which Mr. Matthias Att- 
wood had given notice should be brought forward. He attributed 
much of the existing distress to the misconduct of Ministers. 

Such was the state of the uncertainty in which everything was at present in- 
volved in consequence of the conduct of his Majesty’s ministers—such was the 
uncertainty that existed with regard to the West India trade, the East India 
trade, and the Canada trade, that no one would just now dare to risk his capital 
in them. Lord Althorp must be aware that no one would at present'risk a six- 
pence in the West India trade, until the West India question was settled; that 
no one would embark his capital in the East India trade, until it was deter- 
mined whether it was still to be carried on by a monopoly, or to be thrown 
open to mercantile speculation at large; and that an equal disinclination 
existed to invest capital in the Canada trade, until the Canada question was 
settled. It was this state of uncertainty, and the consequent present languish- 
ing condition of trade and business, that mainly caused the distress that pre- 
vailed throughout the country. 

He referred to the accounts of the distress which prevailed in Paris, 
as a proof that the poor in this country were not so much distressed as 
in others. Out of 24,000 deaths in Paris, 8,000 took place in hospi- 
tals; out of 25,000 births, 10,00 were illegitimate, and half of these 
were foundlings. He objected to an alteration in the currency as a 
means of relieving the distress of the country. 

He objected to it, because he did not think that such aremedy would be at- 
tended by aught but mischievous. consequences; he objected to it, because he 
could never bring his mind to understand how,. because money had been made 
the measure of commodities, an increase could be effected. in the wealth of the 
country by altering the nature of that measure. It might as well be said, if 
there was a want of corn in the country—(“ Ay, ay,” from Mr. Attwood)— 
that the quantity of corn could be increased by going back to the use of the old 
measure of the Winchester bushel, instead of the Imperial bushel. He would 
as soon believe that, as that any gentleman could by altering the nature of the 
circulation increase the: wealth ob the country. ‘He-would not object to going 
into the Committee asked for, if that Committee should. confine. its inquiries to 
the question whether a double standard, one of silver and one of gold, might not 








be advantageously resorted to. Mr. Baring was of opinion, and so weremany 
gentlemen at the time, that we committed a great mistake in fixing upon a single 
standard, that of gold. 

But when the object of those who wished for a Committee was to 
reduce the pound to fifteen shillings in value, he would vote against 
them. 

Mr. M. Arrwoop said, the House was called upon to grant this 
Committee. 

Lord Althorp had said that the distress that prevailed in the country was in 
no respect owing to the state of the currency, but that it was owing, amongst 
other things, to the power-looms. Now, the Yenc was an invention of 
more than thirty years standing ; so that it could not be fairly chargeable as one 
one of the causes of the existing distress. 

Mr. Braumonr would vote against the Committee, because he fully 
confided in Ministers, who would take the first opportunity to b 
forward measures for the relief of the country. 

Mr. Frevpen said, it was the great and bounden duty of the Repre- 
sentatives of the People to inquire into the causes of their sufferings. 
If justice were denied to the people, he trembled for the consequences. 

Mr. Pease would support the motion, because great distress did 
certainly exist in the country. He should feel it his duty to vote for 
it, because this Parliament ought not to imitate the the example of 
Unreformed Parliaments, which had been accused of want of sympa- 
thy with the sufferings of the people. 

Mr. Warsurton said, the discussion of that evening was wasteful 
and desultory, and would lead to no practical good. 

If a motion of this kind should be carried, it would be the duty of Adminis- 
tration to quit their places to-morrow. ( Cries of ** Hear, hear!” and “ No, 
no!) That House constituted in itself a Committee of inquiry into the general 
grievances of the country, and if any gentleman thought that any particular 
grievance ought to be inquired into, it was for him to bring it before the House. 
But an inquiry such as that which was now asked for—an inquiry, in truth, de 
omnibus rebus—was one that could possibly lead to no good. He for one could 
never bring himself to be a party to such a monstrous system of injustice, as 
that of breaking all existing contracts because at two former periods the Legis- 
lature had acted with injustice—because in 1797 it had lowered, and because in 
1819 it had raised the standard of the currency. 

Mr. O’ConneEtt, said, the single question was, whether inquiry 
should be instituted into the causes of distress, which was admitted to 
exist to a great extent. If there were no reason for the inquiry, it 
would be a sufficient one that the people were most anxious for it. 

He could not help — that Mr. Warburton, in the view he had taken of 
the question, had stated but half of the case. The contracts to which he had 
alluded existed during a period of the greatest depreciation of the currency, and 
in his (Mr. O’Connell’s) country more mischief had been done by enhancing 
the currency than could have been effected by any social revolution. That eu- 
hancement had, in fact, made Ireland a debtor country. Many were still strug- 
gling under the effeets which had followed that step, and were actually paying 
50 per cent. more than they really ought to have been doing, according to the 
real nature of their contracts. } ‘ 

The House ought to avail itself of the information and experience 
of those members who were personally acquainted with the districts 
where the distress existed. He would certaintly vote for the Committee. 

Mr. D. W. Harvey would oppose the motion, which if carried 
would only shift the responsibility from the shoulders of Ministers, 
who were now bound to do something to relieve the sufferings of an 
overtaxed people. } 

The question of the currency, which had been raised that night, appeared to 
him to be a question of the greatest fallacy. There was no lack of money. The 
only object was its profitable application. ‘The money of the country was piled 
up in great heaps and masses, and driven in large shoals by the drifts of acci- 
dent. For his part, he would oblige those who had the most ample means to 
contribute most amply to the burdens of the State. 

Mr. Rosrnson and Mr. Tooxe supported the motion. 

The House divided: for the original question, that the Speaker do 
leave the Chair, 192; for Mr. Attwood’s amendment, 158 ; Ministe- 
rial majority, 34. The announcement.of the minority was received 
with loud cheers. : 

At a quarter before one o’clock the House adjourned, without enter- 
ing upon the Irish Disturbance Bill. 


2, Irtsu DisturBances Britt. Lord Attuorp, on Monday, moved 
the order of the day for the House resolving itself into a Committee 
on this bill. 

On the question that the Speaker do leave the chair, 

Mr. Consett said, that the present bill transcended in infamous 
preeminence all the deeds of Pitt, Addington, and Castlereagh, A 
miritary tribunal was to supersede all law; and, by a remarkable omis- 
sion in the bill, any member of Parliament who from necessity or 
accident should go to Ireland, might be arrested, confined, and sent to 
Botany Bay, by one of the red-coat tribunals which were about to be 
established; any of the gentlemen by whom he was surrounded, and 
who had so nobly defended the rights of the Irish nation, might be 
transported at the beck of a red-coat court of Justice. He maintained 
that similar measures were contemplated for England. The Irish 
Constabulary and the Metropolitan Police—who at first were to be 
unarmed, but who now marched about with swords and pistols—were 
parts of the same combination against the liberties of the people. His 
grand objection to the bill was, that it went clearly to establish a mili- 
tary government in England as well as Ireland. He was satisfied, how- 
ever, that the people of England would resist and defeat the base and 
unworthy schemes of Ministers. They were taught by nature to resist 
such an act as the present. Mr. Stanley could not deny that there was 
such a right as the right of resistance. He instanced the case of our 
own Revolution in 1688, and that of the Americans, which had been 
admitted to be justifiable, as proof of the existence of such a right. 
He maintained that the Irish Aristocracy, who had possessed them~ 
selyes of the Church property—who held the Church property of two 
hundred and fifty parishes—were more to blame than the Clergy. That 
property had no more to do with religion than the waves of the sea 
and the sharks that live therein—it belonged to about forty families of 
the Aristocracy. He said that the Aristocracy were about to throw 
the Clergy overboard ; and read some extracts from a pamphlet of the 
Reverend Mr. Townsend, Prebendary of Durham, Rector of 
Northallerton, in proof of this assertion. Mr. Cobbett was inter- 
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rupted, while reading these extracts, by cries of ‘ Question.” He main- 
tained that he was speaking to the question, because he was about to 
show how the right of resistance to this measure would arise from the 
fact of its being a scheme to plunder the Church, and worse than any 
thing that James the Second or George the Third were accused of 
doing. He would now conclude—( Loud cries of “ Hear, hear !”)—Yet, 
since that wauld give so'much satisfaction, he would goon. He then 
proceeded, amidst cries of ‘* Question!” to remark upon the power of 
resistance which the system of paper-money gave to. the People, who 
could stop the Government by Iatnanding gold. He did not accuse 
Ministers of being tyrants by nature—they: were tyrants half by nature 
and half by necessity. (‘* Question!”) |‘ Who’s that who bawled out 
question,” said Mr. Cobbett, “I'll make it a very long question for 
him, if he don’t mind.” He concluded by conjuring the People of 
England, for their own sakes, to resist this bill. 

The House‘then resolved itself into a Committee. 

The fourth clause was read, which authorizes the Lord-Lieutenant 
to proclaim any disturbed district. 

Mr. Lambert said, he intended to move an amendment, to the effect 
that such power should not be made use of in any way to enforce the 
payment of tithes. 

Lord Arnone said that this amendment svould be unnecessary— 

Ministers had it in contemplation to introduce a measure by which it would 
not be necessary to resort to the act passed in the last session for the collection 
of the arrears of tithes. By this measure, while the peasantry of Ireland 
would be exempted from all further collection of those arrears, the clergy would 
have that which was their fair due. 

Mr. O'ConnEtt asked, why the collection of tithes was not imme- 
diately suspended? He also said, that when the police carried off 
goods or property of any kind for the payment of tithes they gave no 
vouchers for it. 

Lord Atruonp said, it would be premature to suspend the collection 
of tithe arrears, until they knew whether Parliament would adopt their 
proposed measures on the subject. 

Mr. Srantey thought that the statement respecting the refusal of 
the police to give vouchers was incorrect. 

Mr. O’ConnELt reasserted his statement; which was confirmed by 
O’ Connor Don. 

Mr. Sitaw said, it never was the object of the bill to enforce the 
collection of tithe; but were the Clergy to be placed out of the pale 
of the law? This would be the case if the perpetrators of outrages 
against the Clergy were not to be punished by the Courts-martial. 

Lord Atruorp said, that outrages against the collection of tithes, 
which took place in a proclaimed district, would be cognizable by the 
courts-martial, as outrages, not as tithe cases. 

Mr. Suet said, the bill embodied several acts, and declared that all 
offences against any of those acts should be cognizable by courts-martial. 
Now, amongst those acts was the 27th George III. In the last section 
of that act there was a clause relating to tithes and to offences in op- 
posing their collection. Was he right in this, or not? Lord Althorp 
said that the bill was for the protection of property in general ;- but if 
so, and if the peculiar protection of tithes were not intended, why em- 
body this act ? 

Mr. STan.ey said, the act referred to was called the Whiteboy Act, 
and was passed for the suppression of outrages. Ministers did not 
wish to interfere by the present measure with tithes, but it would be 
absurd and. unjust to deny the Clergy the same protection for their pro- 
perty which was enjoyed by other persons. 

Mr. Sueit, Mr. Finn, Dr. Batpwiny, and Mr. H. Gratran were 
averse to granting power to the Lord-Lieutenant to proclaim cities, 
such as Dublin, Cork, and Limerick, under this act. What amazing 
tyranny it was urged, would it be to confine such a population to their 
houses during the hours mentioned in the bill ! 

Mr, Lamouerr proposed. the following amendment, or proviso, to the 
clause under discussion. 

** Provided always, and be it hereby enacted, that it shall not be lawful for 
the Lord- Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, to apply 
the powers conferred by this act in any way to any county or district merely 
because tithes shall not be paid in such county or district; and be it further 
enacted, that the provisions of this act shall not be applied in any way for the 
purpose of levying tithes, or enforcing the payment thereof.” 

Mr. WarsurtTon seconded the amendment. Personal acts of vio- 
lence against clergymen might be punished by this bill, but it ought not 
not to be applied to any case that could be met by civil process. 

Lord ALtuore would not oppose the first part of the proposed 
amendment; but he objected to the second, on the ground that it would 
do away with all offences resulting from combined and forcible resist- 
ance to the payment of tithe—those offences to which alone the act of 
27th George the Third, which was embodied in the bill, applied. 
There was no instance, during a period of forty-six years, of the simple 
refusal to pay tithe, unaccompanied by acts of violence, having been 
prosecuted as a misdemeanour under that act. 

Mr. Lerroy conjured Lord Althorp to resist the introduction of this 
proviso. 

Mr. C, Fercusson wished the consideration of ‘the amendment to 
be postponed till they came to the Court-martial clause. The mem- 
bers of a court-martial should not be constituted judges to try what 
was a conspiracy to defraud the clergy. 

Mr. Prymr, Mr. Warsurton, Mr. Sergeant Perrin supported, 
and Mr. Suaw and Mr. Fincu opposed the amendment. 

Mr. Srantey hoped that Mr. Lambert would withdraw his amend- 
ment. He had himself prepared a proviso to be added to the 17th 
clause of the bill, one of the clauses relating to courts-martial, to this 
effect— 

“ Provided always that nothing herein eontained shall authorize or enable any 
such court-martial to try any persons charged under the aforesaid act with any 
conspiracy or combination unaccompanied by violence or threats.” 

Mr. Lamoert persisted in putting the first part of his amendment— 
to the effeet that it should not be lawful—*“ for the Lord-Lieutenant, 
Governor or Governors, to apply the powers of this act to any county 
or district merely because tithes are not paid in such county or district.” 








Mr. SuHAw divided the Committee on this amendment: for it, 284; 
against it, 81; Ministerial majority, 203. 

During the exclusion of strangers, Sir Rosert Pret asked the So- 
licitor- General (Sir J. Campbell), whether the amendment was not 
ridiculous? The clause required a district to be in a state of insubor- 
dination before the provision of the act could be applied to it. It was 
asmanifest absurdity to add to that clause that the Lord- Lieutenant 
should not proclaim the district merely because tithe was not paid 
within it. bia it mean, that if cess, or rent, or any other payment was 
withheld, except that of tithe, the Lord- Lieutenant was to proclaim the 
district ? 

Sir J. CampsE xt said, certainly the amendment would only encumber 
the clause. 

Mr. Wynn urged upon Ministers the absurdity of dividing in favour 
of a clause which their own Solicitor-General declared to be injurious 
to the bill. 

Mr. Sran ey said, undoubtedly the clause would be better without 
the amendment; which was agreed to merely in deference to Mr. 
Lambert. 

[Sir J. Wrottesley, Sir M. W. Ridley, Mr. Sandford, Mr. Brown, 
and other Ministerialists, voted against Ministers on this occasion. ] 

Mr. O’ConnELL, when strangers were readmitted, was found arguing 
in support of an amendment, to the effect that, if Parliament were not 
setting, a list of the crimes committed in a district about to be pro- 
claimed should be published in the Dublin Gazette, or during the Ses- 
sion laid before Parliament. 

Lord ALTHORP opposed the amendment, as invidious and unneces- 
sary. 

Sir R. Pret observed, ironically, that the clause as it stood enabled 
the Lord- Lieutenant to proclaim a district or county for every offence 
other than “‘the non-payment of tithes:” all, therefore, that was 
wanting to the perfection of the clause, was the including ‘ rents and 
county cess.” 

Mr. O’ ConnEtt admitted that the amendment for which he had just 
voted was as nonsensical as any which he had ever supported. He 
should divide the Committee, however, upon the amendment now pro- 

osed. 
. The House then divided, for the amendment, 77; against it, 235 ; 
Ministerial majority, 158. 

‘The fifth clause was agreed to. 

The sixth was amended, so that instead of a district. being considered 
as proclaimed from the date of the publication of the proclamation, 
it would not be so considered till two days after. 

The seventh clause—which authorizes all justices, constables, and 
commissioned officers, to search for and arrest all offenders within the 
proclaimed district—was objected to by Mr. O’ConNELL, on account 
of the power it gave to Yeomanry officers. He proposed an amend- 
ment, by which they were excluded from exercising such powers. 

In the course of the conversation that ensued upon this clause, Mr. 
STANLEY stated an amendment which was to be proposed on the tenth 
clause, relating to courts-martial, to the effect that no officer under the 
rank of Captain should sit upon courts-martial, nor any officer of any 
rank who had been on regular military duty in the district within the 
month. It was also the intention of the Government to send only 
officers of high rank to serve upon these courts-martial. 

Mr. SueE1t said, the amendment was important, and shewed the bene- 
fit of the pertinacious resistance made by the Irish members to this 
bill. 

The House divided: for the amendment, 40; against it, 205; 
Ministerial majority, 165. 

Mr. RutHven moved an adjournment. 

Mr. Divert and Lord ALtrHorp opposed it. 

Mr. Howarp, proposed a compromise, of half an hour, in a speech 
which appears to have excited much laughter, from some cause not in- 
telligible in the printed reports. a5 

The Gallery was then cleared for a division, but none took place. 

On the readmission of strangers, Mr. O’ConnELL was found 
objecting to the first part of the seventh clause, which authorizes peace- 
officers to take the most vigorous and effectual steps to suppress dis- 
turbances. It would induce the commission of lawless acts. 

It was agreed that the word “ vigorous” should be struck out. 

Mr. Hawes then moved that no search-warrant should be put in 
execution unless signed by one or more Magistrates. 

A desultory conversation took place on this amendment. Eventually 
the clause was agreed to, with an understanding, on the part of Lord 
Althorp, that he would take into consideration the merits of the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Hawes before the bringing up of the 
report. 

The eighth clause was also agreed to. 

The Cuarrman then reported progress, and the other orders of the 
day were then disposed of, and at three o’clock the House adjourned. 

On Tuesday, when Lord Atruorr made the usual motion for going 
into Committee on the bill, 

Mr. Tuomas Artwoop expressed his fears, that if the bill should 
pass, the House of Lords would throw out the remedial measures. It 
would be a poor consolation to find that Ministers had resigned in con- 
sequence of such a defeat. He therefore proposed, as an amendment 
to Lord Althorp’s motion, that all further proceedings on the bill 
should be suspended until the remedial measures should be passed into 
a law. 

Mr. Hume seconded the motion. ; 

Mr. StanLey opposed it; and hoped the House would pass the bill 
with the least possible delay. 

Mr. D. W. Harvey called upon the Irish members to withdraw 
their ineffectual hostility to the bill, and let the responsibility of carry- 
ing it rest with the Government. He wished the House to preceed 
to the discussion of other matters on which public attention was firmly 
fixed. 

Mr. O'Conne t totally and distinctly ‘disclaimed such advice. He 
should consider it an unpardonable dereliction of duty to follow it. He 
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warned Ministers of the consequences of passing this bill; and 
assured them, that it had created a feeling of disgust in the minds of 
the upper and middling classes in Ireland. 

Mr. Attwood’s amendment was negatived, and the House went into 
Committee. , 

The ninth clause, which prohibits public meetings, unless held by the 
permission of the Lord-Lieutenant, was then read by the Chairman. 

Mr. Sran ey said, he intended to add two provisos to this clause, 
which would have the effect of restraining the Lord-Lieutenant from 
prohibiting meetings duly convened by the local authorities, and also 
of preventing the attendance of strangers and non-residents in the dis- 
tricts, when such meetings were held. 

The clause, after a few words from Mr. O’ ConNnELL, was agreed to. 

The tenth (or Court-martial) clause was then put. 

Mr. STan ey recapitulated the alterations he had previously stated 
that Ministers were prepared to make in this clause,—namely, the pro- 
hibition of any officer under the rank of Captain, and of any officer, 
who was actively engaged on regimental duty in the district where the 
courts-martial were held, from being a mentbier of them. In courts- 
martial of nine, seven members must agree to a verdict. When the 
court consisted of seven members or less, five must agree. He also 
stated, that the fifteenth clause, which empowers courts-martial to 
issue orders for the apprehension of offenders to be tried before them, 
should be so modified as to throw that duty upon the Lord-Lieutenant. 
With regard to the description of offences which were to come under 
the cognizance of the Courts-martial, it was intended, by an amendment 
to the 17th clause, to exclude all those, even though of an insurrection- 
ary character, which were not attended with actual violence. He would 
also exclude from the jurisdiction of courts-martial all offences of a li- 
bellous description,—such as publishing, hawking, or selling seditious 
placards or pamphlets. 

Mr. Curtar Fercusson opposed the clause altogether. The es- 
tablishment of courts-martial was unprecedented and unnecessary. It 
was a most violent inroad upon the Constitution, and one to which he 
never would consent. He entirely denied that any case had been made 
out which established the necessity of abolishing trial by jury. Minis- 
ters had totally failed in making it appear that jurymen had not per- 
formed or would not perform their duty. But this bill not merely de- 
prived the subject of the benefit of trial by jury; it also took away 
from him the assistance of a judge, without which trial by jury was 
more a curse than a blessing. Besides, the members of a court-mar- 
tial were not responsible for their conduct to any civil tribunal—they 
were only responsible to courts-martial. Thus the subject, who was 
unjustly treated, was deprived of the protection which he would other- 
wise have by appealing to the ordinary tribunals of this country against 
such oppression. He denounced in the strongest manner the mon- 
strous doctrine, that when you violated the Constitution, the more you 
violated it the better. It might be supposed to be introduced for the 

urpose of allowing others to infringe the Constitution hereafter with 
impunity. He concluded by deploring the tendency of this measure 
to change the feelings of the Irish towards the Army; and he deeply 
regretted that such a bill should have been resorted to for the pacifica- 
tion of Ireland. 

Colonel Davies defended, and Mr. TayLeure objected to the 
clause, on the ground that military men were not qualified to act as 
judges. 

Mr. Sergeant Perrin said, the Ministers had failed in proving the 
necessity of introducing so arbitrary a clause into the bill. He denied 
the efficacy of courts-martial to protect jurors or witnesses, admitting 
that they required protection. 

It would, however, appear by this clause, that Ministers did not put con- 
fidence in the other provisions of the bill; that they did not think they would 
put down agitation, protect the peaceable, and secure the property of the country. 
And yet, if the other parts of the bill were good for any thing, they ought to be 
efficient for those purposes. Ministers had all the ai whiek the Special Con- 
stables’ Act of last session, which a greatly increased military force, and a native 
police, could give. If these could not secure the safety of jurors, if these could 
not protect property, what was the use of this measure? If such available 
powers as these were not sufficient to put an end to disorder, how were courts- 
martial to effect that object ? 

Instead of military courts, he would suggest that a continual session 
should be held, by adjournment, in those districts where disturbances 
continued. The law was strong enough to cope with the evils com- 
plained of, if it were fairly, fully, and firmly administered. 

Mr. Rotre maintained that the clause was necessary, and he would 
give it a reluctant support. 

The Earl of Darutincton considered that the amendments which 
Ministers proposed to make in the bill destroyed its efficacy; and if 
they were adopted, he should oppose it. 

Major BEaucLERK said that courts-martial were directly under the 
influence of the Horse-Guards. He instanced, as an illustration of 
this subserviency, the general disuse of the lash, because, though the 
military law was the same as formerly, officers composing regimental 
courts-martial, knew that the lash was no longer patronized at head- 
quarters. 

Lord Horuam, Mr. Warsurton, and Major Hanpbtey, declared 
their determination to vote against the clause; and Lord ALTuorpe de- 
fended it. He said that the Lord-Lieutenant would have the power of 
mitigating, not of increasing the punishments. ordained by courts- 
martial. 

Mr. Wyyn suggested, that the Sergeant-at-Law should be President 
of the court, instead of acting as Judge Advocate. 

Mr. Asercromsy said, he had hitherto given a reluctant assent to 
the bill; but he would oppose this clause by every means in his power ; 
and he would do it on the ground that the necessity for its enactment 
had not been proved. He thought Mr. O’Connell’s powerful argu- 
ments against this clause remained unanswered. 

He really could find neither such amount of intimidation, nor such systematic 
efforts to carry it into execution, to satisfy his mind that they were justified in 
pronouncing the ordinary tribunals of the country inefficient. Nor could he 
agree with the argument which he had often before heard used, that when you 
overstepped the limits of the Constitution, you should do it boldly. He con- 

fessed, that though he had heard attempts to justify that doctrine, they carried 





little weight in his mind—he was not convinced by such arguments—but, on 
contrary, considered that whenever the barrier of the Constitution was 
passed without sufficient reason, without the direst and most manifest necessity, 
@ gross injustice was committed on the rights and liberties of the nation. ii 
was a plausible argument, in answer to which he would say—let those who are 
overstepping the threshold of the Constitution beware, that in so doing they at 
least carry along with them the sympathy of all iderate and le men. 
That which was intended as the source of terror to the people, he would predict 
might become a source of weakness to the Ministers. 

He maintained, that the occurrences at the Assizes in Ireland justi- 
fied his argument that there was no occasion to enforce the dangerous 
provisions of that clause. He approved of Sergeant Perrin’s suggestion 
of sending a person of authority in the law to a proclaimed district, and 
that only after the failure of ordinary measures should the extraordi- 
nary powers of the bill be resorted to. He concluded by saying, that 
he entertained a deep and overwhelming conviction, that there could 
not be a more dangerous and mistaken policy than to make use of 
officers of the Army in cases in which the political feelings of the peo- 
ple were concerned. [Mr. Abercromby’s short speech was much 
cheered, and made a great impression on the House. ] 

Mr. STANLEY very much regretted the opposition of Mr. Abercrom- 
by to the bill. He was aware of the great weight which it would 
have. He said it was not fair in him to impute to Ministers the inten- 
tion of making use of courts-martial for the trial of political offences, 
when all such offences, including all relating to libel, had been expressly 
excluded from the operation of the clause. He then argued at consi- 
derable length, that the difficulty of obtaining pare and the intimida- 
tion of witnesses, justified the introduction of the Court-martial clause. 
Special commissions, he maintained, would be of service when the in- 
surgents had begun to give way—when once the corner was turned, 
they would be productive of great benefit, but not before. 

Mr. Suaw said, that he and his friends had been induced to support 
this bill mainly on the ground that its provisions were to be used for 
the punishment of political offences; which it now appeared was not 
to be the case. He had gloomy anticipations with regard to Ireland. 
He believed that it would soon be separated from England. 

Mr. O’ConneELt spoke at some length against the clause. 

Lord Incesrri£ and Colonel Percevat considered that the bill was 
rendered ineffective by the alteration which had been made in it, and 
no longer felt any inclination to support it. 

The House divided: for the clause, 270; against it, 180; Ministe- 
rial majority, 140. 

The llth clause was then read. It regulates the rank and number 
of officers who are to compose courts-martial. 

Mr. R. Wason proposed that the courts-martial should be unanimous 
in their finding and sentence on the accused. 

This was opposed by Lord ALrnore; and rejected, on a division, 
by 144 to 42. 

Mr. Warsurton proposed that no verdict of acquittal should be re- 
vised by the Court-martial which delivered it or by any other court- 
martial. 

This amendment was agreed to, and the clause passed. 

The House adjourned at three o’clock. 

In the Committtee, on Wednesday, when the 12th clause was read, 

Mr. O’ConNnELL moved an amendment, to allow the Government to 
select as Judge- Advocates to the Courts-martial any barrister of not 
less than five years’ standing, instead of restricting them to King’s ser- 
geants and King’s counsel. This amendment was agreed to. 

Sir Rosert Peet said, that the tribunals which were created by the 
bill in reality differed very materially from courts-martial ; and he re- 
commended Ministers to get rid of the obnoxious appellation, and sub- 
stitute another. 

Lord ALruorp said, the suggestion came too late, the clauses having 
been already passed. 

Mr. O’ConnE Lt then proposed another amendment, by which the 
courts-martial are to be open courts, and the counsel for the prisoner 
is to be allowed to take notes. The Court may be closed when the 
members are considering their verdict. 

The clause, as amended, was ordered to stand part of the bill. 

The 13th, 14th, and 15th clauses were also agreed to. 

Mr. STANLEY moved an amendment to the 16th clause, which ren- 
ders it necessary that warrants against persons refusing to attend to 
give evidence should be issued by the whole Court, and not by any single 
member thereof. 

Mr. O’ConnELL also moved an amendment, to the effect that the 
Court might issue their warrants for the defence as well as for the pro- 
secution ; and that no person should be examined before the Courts- 
martial, who could not legally be examined before courts of law. 

The clause, with these amendments, were agreed to. 

Mr. O’ConnELL proposed an amendment to the 17th clause, by 
which corporal punishment of every description is prohibited, and the 
retrospective operation of the bill destroyed. 

Mr. Sransry proposed to add a proviso to the clause, by which the 
Courts-martial are deprived of the power of trying any person charged 
with publishing or circulating libels, or with entering into any combi- 
nation to resist the enforcing of the law, unless such combination cr 
obstruction shall be accompanied by force or threats ; with this excep- 
tion, all such offences to remain triable according to the course of com- 
mon law. 

The clause, with these amendments, was agreed to. 

Mr. STANLEY agreed, at the suggestion of Mr. O’ ConnELL and Mr. 
C. FErGusson, to amend the 18th clause, in such a way as to allow 
bail to be taken for the appearance of persons found out at night in the 
proclaimed districts, and to prevent any person from being arrested, 
unless under circumstances of suspicion. 

The 18th clause then passed. 

Sir J. Campzet (the Solicitor- General) moved an amendment to 
the 19th clause, which authorizes domiciliary visits. The effect of the 
amendment is to forbid the soldiery or police from forcibly entering a 
house under any circumstances. If the inmate, on being summoned, 








The names of the in- 


refuses to answer, he is to be held as absent. 
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mates of the house are to be written upon the door; and each ‘person 
is to be summoned by name. This last addition was suggested by Mr. 
O’ Connell. 

Captain Yorke said, that the bill had been so altered and modified 
since its introduction, that it could answer no useful purpose whatever. 
Indeed, its only effect would be to add to the irritation of the Irish 
people; so that the sooneryit was thrown into the fire the better. 

Mr. O’Connett said, he would second such a motion with the 
greatest pleasure. (Laughter.) 

The 19th clause passed as amended. 

The 20th clause, after some verbal amendments, also passed. 

The 2ist clause, which went to enact that persons selling seditious 
papers in. a proclaimed district should be triable by courts-martial, was 
struek out. 

The 22d and 23d clauses were agreed to, after some verbal and un- 
important amendments. 

The House adjourned at half-past two. 


Before the House went into Committee on Friday, Mr. Sraniey, 
in answer to a question by Mr. H. Grarran, stated that Lord Mil- 
town had not been dismissed, but his resignation as a Deputy-Lieuten- 
ant had been aecepted, because the Government disapproved of his con- 
duct in enrolling himself among the Volunteers, which was inconsis- 
tent with his duty as a Magistrate. 

Mr. H. Grarran said, he should on Tuesday next move for copies 
of all correspondence on the subject. If Lord Miltown was removed 
for taking part in the matter with the people, others ought to be re- 
moved who had taken part against them. 

Mr. Coxzerr then gave notice, that on the 28th April he should 
move 

“‘ For an humble Address to his Majesty, that he would be pleased to remove 
Sir Robert Peel, Bart., from his place among the members of the Privy Coun- 
cil—( Bursts of laughter from all sides of the House)—on account of the pro- 
ceedings of that right honourable gentleman relative to the Currency Acts of 
1819 and 1826.” (Renewed laughter. ) 

The House went into Committee. 


The 24th clause, which prohibits fires, bonfires, and smoke from 
being used as signals, was objected to by Mr. O’ ConneELL, who wished 
the smoke to be left out. Sir J. CampBe ct said, it would be neces- 
sary to prove that these signals or fires were used with a malicious and 
illegal intent, before those who made them could be punished. The 
clause then passed. 

The 25th clause was agreed to. 

The 26th clause, which enacts that all officers and soldiers acting 
under the authority ‘of-the bill shall be responsible only to courts- 
martial, was warmly opposed .by Mr. Incuam, Mr. O’Connett, Mr. 
C. Frrausson, Mr. Surin, Mr. H. Grattan, Mr. O’Dwyer, Mr. 
Lyncu, and Mr. Pryme,—on the ground, principally, that it ¢ 
irresponsible power to the military, who would never be broug!:: to 
answer for their misconduct. ‘That portion of the clause which in- 
demnified all Magistrates and persons acting under the authority of 
the Lord-.Lieutenant from all proceedings except those insti d by 
the Attorney-General, was particularly objected to by Mr. Paya, 
Mr. Sueim, and Mr. O’ConneLn. Several amendments to the clause 
were put and negatived; Mr. R. Granrand Mr. Svan.ey contending, 
that only unwilling or ignorant offenders would be indemnified by the 
clause, and that all offences committed by those acting under the bill could 
be brought underthe cognizance of the Courts-martial, whose officers 
would be subject toa jurisdiction if they did wrong, as an application toa 
judge would entitle him to interfere, and, if he thought it right, send 
the case to a jury, who would decide whether the persons accused had 
acted bond fide or mald fide. The Committee divided on the ques- 
tion that the clause stand part of the bill: ayes, 141; noes, 67; 
majority, 74. The clause then passed. 

The 27th clause, which relates to persons arrested, was amended so 
as to prevent a prisoner’s confinement, against his own consent, for 
more than forty-eight hours in any other place except a public gaol. 
The clause then passed as amended. 

Clause 28th was struck out. 

Clause 29th was agreed to. 


Clause 30th was opposed by Mr. Ruruven ; who said he would re- 
sist a bill for depriving his country of the protection of the Hibeas 
Corpus, to the last extremity. The Committee divided: for the cliuse, 
156 ; against it, 64; majority, 92. 

Clauses 31st and 32d were agreed to. 

Clause 33d was amended, by striking out thé words which em- 
powered magistrates of counties of towns and counties of cities to 
act under this bill; Mr. Sranzey agreeing with Mr. Ruruven and 
Mr. O’ConNELL, that as they were appointed by corporations, they 
were directly responsible to them, and not to the Government, who 
ought to have the appointment of all the subordinate officers under this 
act. The clause thus amended was agreed to. 

Clauses 34th to 41st were passed, with some verbal amendments. 

Mr. Sraney then proposed two clauses, which enact that lists with 
the names of the inmates of cottages : bove the ages of fourteen shail 
be posted on the door-ways,-and that a fine of a shilling a day shall be 
paid by those who neglect to have such lists posted; and that the ex- 
pense of printed forms, to be supplied for the purpose, shall be de- 
frayed by a Grand Jury assessment. 

Mr. Sran.ery also proposed to add a clause to legalize meetings for 
public purposes called by the local authorities, and to prohibit non-re- 
sidents from attending them; and another to regulate the majority on 
courts-martial which shall be necessary to render a verdict valid. 

These additional clauses having been agreed to, the report was brought 
up, and ordered to be taken into consideration on Tuesday next. 


3. Intsh Cuurcn Rerorm Brrr. Sir M. W. Rivrey, on Tues- 
day, brought up the report of the Committee appointed to examine pre- 
cedents on the subject of this bill. The Committee had found no pre- 
cedents in point ; and recommended, that as the bill was a tax-bill, it 
should be introduced in a Committee of the whole House. Lord 
Althorp then withdrew the bill, and gave notice that he should move, 
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or Moda > next, for a Committee of the whole House on the subject 
of the Irish Church. ; 


4.,Intsq Epvucation. The Earl of RopEn, on Tuesday, presented 
several petitions from places in Ireland, praying for an alteration in the 
system of national education in that country. At the time when this 
system was established, his Lordship said, there were 1621 schools 
under the direction of the Kildare Street Society, which afforded the 
means of education to 137,639 children, the great majority of whom were 
Roman Catholies. Ministers objected to these schools, that the 
Scriptures were read in them indiscriminately—that was their vital 
defect. With regard to the Ministerial plan, he maintained that it 
could never answer—that it would ever be impossible to combine 
Protestant with Catholic instruction. The Board of Education had 
given treble the salaries to the teachers of their schools that had ever 
been paid to those of the Kildare Street Society. He mentioned 
several schools to which grants had been made in which there was not 
a single Protestant scholar. In all, there were forty-nine schools to 
which this remark would apply. The sole object of Ministers seemed 
to be to support the Roman Catholic religion. There had been two 
hundred and nine applications for schools from Roman Catholic, and 
only twenty-nine from Protestants ; and some of those were made by 
Socinians. It was a consolation to him, that seventeen out of twenty- 
two of the Irish Bishops concurred with him in reprobating the system 
adopted by the new Board. The Presbyterians and Methodists were 
also opposed to it.. In Scotland too, where the Bible was so much 


| loved, the indignation was general at the conduct pursued by Ministers 








in this matter. Among others, Dr. Chalmers had used strong language 
respecting it. The tendency of the system was to subvert the rights of 
the Protestant clergy, and deluge the country with Protestant blood. 
It was awful to see the Ministers of the Crown prepared to sacrifice 
the Book of Truth—to see them adopting means for the spread of 
what they knew and had sworn to be error, for the sake of some 
supposed temporary advantage. 

The Archbishop of Dustin said, it appeared he was to be placed 
upon his trial in consequence of his intimate connexion with the Irish 
Board of Education. He was accused not only of Romanism, but also of 
having, in conjunction with his colleagues, used the funds of the Board 
for the purposes of bribery and corruption. The fact, however, was, 
that he had joined the Board upon the invitation of Ministers, in order 
to effect some good for the country. He found that the accounts rela- 
tive to the state and progress of the Kildare Street Schools, and the 
good which they effected, were very contradictory. He was therefore 
under the necessity of collecting facts for himself; and he had, upon 
making due inquiry, arrived at the conclusion, that, in consequence of 
the religious dissension which prevailed in Ireland, it would be best to 
leave a certain portion of each week to the minister of each denomina- 
tion to educate the children belonging to his flock. He contended that 
the system had not hada fair trial. Those who maintained that the Kil- 
dare Street Society had not had sufficient time allowed them to bring 
their plans into full play, would hardly deny this. Theirs had been in 
existence for fifteen years—the new one was scarcely a year old. It 
was said that there were forty-nine schools exclusively Roman Catholic, 
Supposing that to be a correct statement, still they were only about a 
teuth of the whole number—479—which had been established. 

All he could say was, that they had exerted every care and pains to conduct 
their business in the most economical and the most effectual manner, and all 
this in the midst of a system of persecution and delusion which would have been 
enough to deter mest men from proceeding. Not only the Commissioners and 
agents of the Institution, but those who sent their children to the schools, had 
been designated as infidels, apostates, everything opprobrious that language could 
supply. They dared not publish their names, because their characters were 
liable to a species of moral assassination. One of. the obnoxious parties said he 
thought the burnings in the South of Ireland not worse than the persecution on 
account of these schools in the North; and he mentioned one or more Presby- 
tc1ian congregations which had been set against their pastors, and had been in- 
duced to insult them in the streets. 

He defended the plan adopted in the schools established by the 
Board, of teaching children to read certain extracts from the Bible. 
This was no mutilation of the Bible, for the extracts were not given 
as the Bible itself. There were at least five or six libels a week pub- 
lished on this subject. A system of terrorism was regularly acted upon. 
All sorts of scandalously false assertions were put forth as to altera- 
tion being made in the text of the Bible to suit the Roman Catholic 
creed. 

He declared that he and his colleagues had been assailed by every kind of mis- 
representation and falsehood, violence, and intemperance of language; which 
appeared to him far, very far, from being consonant to the spirit of Scriptural 
education. All those who endeavoured to aid in the introduction of this system, 
had met with the most severe persecution—their motives had been assailed and 
their characters hunted down. This was the species of Scriptural mutilation 
to which he objected—that practical mutilation of the Scriptures which made 
men resist that important precept—‘*‘Do as you would wish to be done by.” 
Nor had this agitation been confined to Ireland. In England—in London, 
meetings had been held at a place—Exeter Hall, he believed it was called; at 
Bath, Liverpool, and other towns. But how were these meetings got up? 
They were founded upon a system—the exclusion of all persons who did not 
come there prepared to oppose the Government plan. In this way there could 
be no difficulty in getting up petitions for or against any measure. 

Many persons whose names he dared not mention, were prevented by 
intimidation from sanctioning the plans of the Society. 

He hoped that all persons who wished men to enjoy true liberty, and the un- 
molested right of expressing their sentiments according to their own conscience, 
would exert themselves to put an end to that system of intimidation and agita- 
tion which was kept up in Ireland. Agitation he said it was—for what was it 
but agitation to go about through every parish in Ireland, setting not only 
Catholics against Protestants, but Protestants against each other, and denounc- 
ing all the supporters of the national system of education as idolators, atheists, 
apostates, in short, heaping upon them almost every term of abuse which the 
language supplied. 

The Bishop of Exerer said, the system which the Ministers had 
adopted for the education of the Irish never could prosper, for it was 
not founded upon the principles of Protestantism. The object of Mi- 
nisters was proved, by Mr. Stanley’s letter, to be political. ‘The Board 
had not scrupled in effect to promote the designs of the Catholic priest- 
hood. The whole scheme had been a signa! failure, and no modifica- 
tion of it could ever fit it to be a scheme of national education. ; 
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The Bishop of Bristot concurred in the opinion expressed by the 
Bishop of Exeter. 

Lord Piunxerr said, that Lord Roden was one of those persons 
who first assumed their own premises, wholly independent of fact, and 
next drew their own conclusions, wholly regardless of their being of 
logical inference. 

The worst was that those illogical conclusions were put forth as facts, under 
the most plausible pretences of religion. For example, Lord Roden and his 
party had all along assumed, and though a thousand times confounded and set 
right, persisted in assuming and asserting, that the object of Ministers in esta- 
blishing the present system of national education in ireland was neither more 
nor less than upturning the Protestant Church in that country. An assertion 
more contrary to fact, more unfounded, and more incapable of proof, was never 
broached, even by that party who would fain monopolize every principle of the 
Christian religion save its charity and regard for truth. And yet it was upon 
such assertions that an outcry against the Irish education system had been at- 
tempted to be raised. 

_ He defended the plan adopted by the Board; and said that the ques- 
tion was, whether the people of Ireland were to be educated at all. 
Did Lord Roden or the Bishop of Exeter really mean to assert that 
the object of Ministers was to molest, Protestant children in their 
reading of the Bible ? 

The thing was impossible: no man not actually demented could believe such 
an absurdity ; and no man not steeped in the dregs of fanaticism and rancorous 
controversy could utter such a proposition with a view to its being successful. 
The misfortune, however, was, that these absurd calumnies did produce much 
mischief among the well-meaning ignorant. 

The object of Ministers was to raise upa moral, religious, and truly 
Christian population in Ireland. The cause was too sacred to be viewed 
through the mists of party or sectarian distinction. 

It was any thing but just, it was any thing but feeling, in the present state of 
that unfortunate country, to denounce the exertions of those who were endea- 
vouring to benefit her. What right had Lord Roden to say that they did not en- 
deavour to protect the interests of the Protestants? and what right had he to put 
himself forward as the sole advocate of their rights? He did not know that the 
noble Lord’s pretensions were superior to his own, or that he had done the Pro- 
testant Church in Irelund greater novice than he (Lord Plunkett) had done. 
Such aspersions were the dating of rank and bitter jealousy. 

The Earl of Wicktow spoke against, and the Earl of Gosrorp and 
Lord Croncurry in favour of the new plan. 


The Marquis of Lanspownk remarked, that the number of children ] 


educated in the schools established by the Board was 86,440, and that 
the number would very soon be increased to 120,000. 

The Earl of Ropen said a few words in reply. He said he was a 
friend to toleration, but not to the encouragement of Roman Catholi- 
cism. He was sorry to find that the number of schools under the new 
system was increasing. 

5. Irish Juries. Lord Piunkxerr, on Thursday, brought in a 
bill for consolidating and amending the Irish Grand Jury laws. The 
bill was framed with the concurrence of the Judges. Its object was 
to assimulate the laws relative to Juries in Ireland to the laws of Eng- 
land. The qualification of Jurors were these— 

In counties at large, and in counties of cities, and counties of towns, jurors, 
in order to be considered qualified, should be possessed of property in land of the 
value of 15/. per annum in fee-simple, or fee-tail, or of leasehold property, 
originally for a period of not less than twenty-one years, and all twenty-pound 
householders in towns, 

The barony collectors are to ascertain the qualification of jurors, 
thus furnishing the Sheriffs with the means of forming their panels. 
The Judges should have the power of directing a Special Jury to be 
empanneled. The sons of Peers being qualified, Baronets, Knights, 
and Magistrates, and persons proposed of certain property, or who had 
served on Grand Juries, should be the persons from among whom 
Special Juries should be formed. Five pounds for the whole Jury, 
instead of one pound to each Juryman, should be the largest sum 
allowed by the Court. 

The Earl of Wicktow approved of the Bill, which he was happy to 
learn had been framed with the concurrence of the Judges. 

It was read a first time, and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 

6. DisturnBANCES IN THE County oF Mayo. Lord Trynuam, on 
Monday, brought forward his charges against the Marquis of Sligo, the 
Lord-Lieutenant of the county of Mayo, for having procured the en- 
forcement of the Peace Preservation Act in the barony of Gallen in 
that county. He read a number of statements, tending to prove that 
no necessity existed for such a measure ; and maintained, that whatever 
disturbances had taken place, were mainly occasioned by the active in- 
terference of the Marquis of Sligo, and the partisans of Government 
generally, to defeat the election of Sir William Brabazon. He also as- 
serted, that the accounts of the outrages in Gallen were in many in- 
stances exaggerations and misstatements. 

The Marquis of Stico defended his conduct; and said that he was 
only one of sixty magistrates who concurred in demanding extra powers. 
He read anumber of documents to prove the disordered state of the 
country. 

Lord PLuNKETT maintained, that Lord Sligo’s conduct had been 
discreet, and that the extraordinary powers demanded by him were ab- 
solutely necessary for the protection of life and property. 

Lord Txynuam spoke a few words in reply and withdrew his 
motion. 


7. OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. Sir A. AGNEW, on Wednes- 
day, obtained leave to bring ina bill to amend the law relating to the 
observance of the Lord’s day in England. The bill was brought in, 
read a first time, ordered to be printed, and to be read a second time 
on the 30th of April, Sir A. Agnew also gave notice of a similar bill 
for Scotland. 

Petitions for the better observance of the Sabbath were presented on 
Wednesday, by Mr. Roesuck from Bath; by Sir J. Jounsrone from 
Scarborough ; by Mr. Hore Jounstone from several places in the 
Seunty, a6 Dumfries; by Sir G. Sxirwira from several places in War- 
wicksbire ; and by Mr. Styciair from Caithness. Lord ALrHorp? also 
presented a petition from two Dissenting ministers of Kettering; but 
would not consent to curtail the innocent enjoyments of the poor. 





Petitions were presented, on Monday, by Mr. Byna, from yarioug 
places in Middlesex, Mr. E. L. Butwer from Staffordshire, Mre 
Strutt from Derbyshire, Mr, Hopcson from. Northumberland, Mr. 
A. Jounstone from a number.of places in Scotland, and from Note 
tingham, and Mr, Alderman Woop from London, for a better ob- 
servance of the Sabbath. On Friday, Mr. Harcourt presented one 
from Henley-upon- Thames, and the Southern division of Oxfordshire. 
He expressed a wish to return to the ancient policy with regard to the 
observance of the Sabbath. Mr. Consett observed that the ancient 
practice of the country was that fairs and markets should be held on 
the Sabbath: so much for bringing back the modern to the ancient 
practice. He was clearly of opinion that harm instead of good would 
arise from legislating on this subject. 


8. Jewish Disanititres. The Marquis of WersTMINSTER, on 
Tuesday, presented a petition, most respectably signed by 1,500 inha- 
bitants of London, praying for the admission of the Jews to an equality 
of civil privileges. He remarked, that in Hanover, Jamaica, Canada, 
and in other British dependencies, the Jews had been emancipated, and 
there had never been the slightest reason to complain of that conces- 
sion to them. He thought that 1,800 years was a term of persecution 
sufficiently long, and that it was time for it to cease. 

The Bishop of Lonpon said, that when the Test and Corporation 
Acts were repealed, the Legislature ceased to be exclusively a Church 
of England Legislature; when the Catholics were emancipated it 
ceased to be an exclusively Protestant Legislaturé ; but they had not 
yet, ostensibly at least, ceased to bea Christian Legislature. As this 
was not the proper time for it, he would not enter into a discussion of 
the general question. y 

Lord Surrietp presented a similar petition from Manchester, and 
the Marquis of LanspowneF one from Bath, and another from Liver= 
pool, to the same effect. 

Sir J. CampsEt., on Thursday, presented a petition from Dudley 
in favour of the removal of Jewish disabilities. He was proud of 
having been instrumental, on a late occasion, in obtaining for a gentle- 
man of that persuasion his admission to the bar. Mr. R. Potrer 
supported the prayer of the petition. Mr. A. JoHNsToneE opposed its 
and said, that when a Jew entered the House, it would be no longer & 
Christian Legislature. 

9. PuntsHMENT OF DeatH. Lord SvurrieLp, on Monday, pre+ 
sented a petition from the bankers, merchants, shipowners, and other 
inhabitants of Liverpool, praying for the abolition of the punishment of 
death for crimes against property. The severity of the law, the peti+ 
tioners maintained, created an insecurity to property, as great repug 
nance was felt to prosecute capitally for offences of this nature, and 
consequently the offender very often escaped all punishment. 

10. Stavery. Mr> Fowrti Buxton, on Tuesday, postponed his 
motion relative the abolition of slavery in the Colonies, upon the ex+ 
press understanding with Lord Althorp that Ministers would be pre- 
pared to bring forward a measure on the subject on Tuesday the 23d 
of April next. 

ll. Trape with Brazits anp THE East Inpres. Mr. Ewart; 
on Wednesday, presented a petition signed by a numerous body of 
shipowners of Liverpool, proprietors of upwards of 100,000 tons of 
British shipping, complaining of the restrictions under which their trade 
with Brazils and the Indian Archipelago laboured, and praying the 
House to take measures for relieving them from many burdensome im- 
posts, and more especially to allow the importation of the produce of 
the Brazils and other countries, which was now excluded by the mono> 
poly possessed by the Colonies. Lord Sanpon supported the prayer 
of the petition, and particularly objected to the injudicious duty on 
marine insurances, 

12. Sucar anp Pensions Duties Bix. This bill was read a third 
time last night, and passed. 


13. Tue Matr-puty. Sir W. Incrrsy, though earnestly pressed 
by Lord ArrHorr to postpone his motion for the repeal of the tax 
on Malt, persevered in bringing it forward on Thursday. He said that 
the duty was first laid on malt in the reign of William the Third; that 
it was gradually increased through the reigns of George the Second and 
Third, till it reached 5s. per bushel, or 2/. per quarter. Though barley 
was now only 20s. a quarter in Norfolk, it would cost 32. before it could 
be brewed into beer. ‘The tax was a most ruinous one in a pecuniary 
and also in amoral point of view. The farmer was no longer able to 
give his workmen the real old English John Barleycorn; and conse- 
quently they were driven to those nests of iniquity called Tom and 
Jerry shops, which were the nurseries of thieves and vagabonds. The 
Beer Bill answered the purpose of brutalizing the people most com- 
pletely. He would say nothing about the duty on hops, for the gentle- 
men from the hop country wished to make that a separate question : but 
he trusted that Lord Althorp, when he took off the duty on malt, would 
throw the hop-duty into the bargain, for the object was to get good and 
cheap beer, which could not be made without good and cheap hops. He 
concluded by moving for leave to bring in a bill for the repeal of the 
Malt-tax. 

Major BravuctErk seconded the motion. He strongly advocated the 
necessity of taking off a tax of this description, in order to increase the 
comforts and allay the growing discontent of the people. He wished, 
however, that the motion had been postponed till after Lord Althorp’s 
financial statement. 

Lord Atruorp said, that he must give the,same answer to the pro- 
posal for taking off the Malt-duty which he had given when applied to 
for the repeal of other taxes. He could make no promises till the 
financial year was closed, and the state of the revenue ascertained. He 
did not wish to meet the motion by the ungracious mode of a direct 
negative; nor could he very well move the previous question, for that 
would bring on Mr. Attwood’s motion on the state of the country, 
which stood for that evening, and which he wished also to have post- 
poned. He should therefore move that the House go into Committee 
on the Irish Disturbances Bill. (Much laughter.) 

Mr. Banine thought that the agricultural population was not fairly 
dealt with, and that it needed some relief. He was of opinion that 
some alteration might be made with respect to the Malt and Beere 
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ta es, by which the revenue would not sutter. He would \oze agaist 
the simple repeal of the Malt-tax, oe 

Mr. Hume could not vote for the motion without further inquiry. 
He was of opiriion that one half the duty might be taken off with ad- 
vantage to the revenue and the consumer. This was not a good time 
for bringing forward the motion, and he hoped it would be withdrawn. 

Mr. WannorTon andySir E. Knatcusutt both recommended Sir 
W. Ingilby to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. M. Attwoop was surprised that a question of such great im- 
portance to the middling classes should be treated so cavalierly by Mi- 
nisters. With regard to this motion and that of Mr. T. Atwood on 
the state of the country, Ministers showed themselves less respectful 
to the House than any Administration within his time. 

Lord Attuorr said that Mr. Attwood’s remarks were unprovoked 
and unjustifiable. He would leave it the House to say whether he 
treated it with disrespect. (Loud cries of “ No, no!”’) 


The Marquis of Cuanpos would vote‘for the motion if it were. 


pressed. 

Mr. R. Patmer said, Sir W. Ingilby would act wisely towards the 
agricultural interest if he withdrew it. 

Sir W. Inervzy then withdrew it. 


14. Soar-puties. Alderman Woop, on Monday, presented a peti- 
tion from the dealers in and manufacturers of soap in London and the 
vicinity, complaining of the heavy duties on soap. He remarked that 
the common soap used by the poorer classes was taxed 120 per cent., 
while that which was used by the rich was taxed only 50 per cent. 

Mr. Consett said, the best way to make Lord Althorp do without 
the soap-duties, was not to let him have them. He liked these mid- 
day sessions. The short speeches that were made did much good. 
He subsequently remarked, that the commonest paper used by the poor 
people for their snuff and tobacco paid the same duty as the finest gilt- 
edged paper used by the rich. 


15. Factorizs Recuiation Brit. Petitions were presented, on 
Wednesday, in favour of this bill, by Mr. Srricktanp from Leeds, 
signed by 16,000 persons ; by Mr. Rorsuck from Bath, by Mr. Wixks 
from Ashburton, by Colonel Wittrams from Ashton, by Mr. GiLton 
from Falkland and Dundee. On Friday, Mr. E. J. Srantey presented 
ene from the master manufacturers of Stockport, praying, for further 
inquiry before the bill should pass. Lord Motyneux, Mr. Howarp, 
Mr. WivsranaM, and Sir GEorGE PuItuirs also were in favour of 
further inquiry. Mr. Witson Patten observed that the subject would 
be regularly Seecght before Parliament, and an opportunity for dis- 
eussion allowed. 


16. BirMIncHAM AND Lonpon Rariway Birt. Sir Grey Sxir- 
witH, on Monday, brought up the report from the Committee on this 
bill, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Cartwricut presented a petition from the trustees of a road 
in Warwickshire praying to be heard by counsel against it. 


17. Brrsgsry at Starrorp. Mr. Etcicr, on Friday, moved the 
erder of the day for going into a Committee on the bill for indemni- 
fying persons who would give evidence as to the bribery of the Staf- 

rd electors. 

Mr. Barinc opposed the bill, which he said was unnecessary. He 
did not see why the case of Stafford should not be dealt with in a com- 
mon Election Committee, like all others. The bill, too, would enable 
a member of that House, who, by his own confession, could prove that 
524 out of 526 of the electors had been bribed, to retain his seat in 
_ House, notwithstanding. He objected to the bill on this account 

SO. 

Mr. Suaw, Sir J. Wrortestey, and Sir R. Inctrs opposed the 
bill; and Mr. Exuicr, Mr. Lirri.erox, and Mr. R. Gorpon sup- 
ported it. 

The House decided upon going into the Committee, by a majority 
ef 84 to 16. 

Some verbal amendments were then made in the bill, and the report 
was ordered to be brought up on Monday. 


18. Dover Exrection. Mr. Halcomb, the new member for Dover, 
took his seat on Wednesday. On the same day a petition against his 
return was presented. 


Oe 


Che Court. 

The King and Queen arrived at St. James’s Palace on Wednesday 
last, from Windsor. At twoo’clock his Majesty beld a Levee; which 
was attended, as usual, by the Foreign Ambassadors, the Ministers of 
State, and the principal officers of the Household. Among the gene- 
ral company, were the Duke of Gordon, the Marquis of Douro, the 
Earls of Radnor and Sefton, Sir Francis Burdett, Mr. Charles 
Grant, and the Bishops of Winchester and Chester. 

On Thursday, the Queen held her second Drawing-room. Her 
Majesty was attended by the Marchioness of Westmeath, the Dutchess 
of Leeds, and the Maids of Honour. There was a full attendance of 
foreigners of distinction ; and the presentations appear to have been 
very numerous. 

Yesterday their Majesties returned to Windsor. It is expected that 
they will come to town for the season on Wednesday the 10th of April. 








The Metropolis. 

The members for the Metropolitan districts, and deputations from 
several of the Metropolitan parishes, had an audience of Lord Althorp 
on Tuesday last, to impress upon him the necessity of repealing the 
whole of the Assessed Taxes. Mr. Corder, the Vestry Clerk of St. 
Paul’s, Covent Garden, Mr. E. Brown, Mr. Hume, Dr. Lushington, 
Sir J. C. Hobhouse, and Mr. Briscoe, advocated the repeal of these 
taxes. Lord Althorp, in reply, stated that, as a single member of the 
Government, he could not decide upon the expediency of repealing any 
Siemon d set of taxes; and although he knew that his answer would 
e unsatisfactory, he felt it his duty to confine it within those limits. 
He hoped that Sir John Key’s motion on the subject would be post- 
poned till after he had made his financial statement, which would be 





soon after the Easter recess. Sir J. C. Hobhouse said, that Lord Al- 
thorp might depend upon it that the sixteen Metropolitan members 
would all vote for the repeal of these taxes. After the deputation 
had withdrawn, they came to the determination not to press the ques- 
tion until after Lord Althorp had brought forward his Budget. 

A Quarterly General Meeting of the Proprietors of East India 
Stock, was held on Wednesday. On the motion of Mr. Rigby, 
seconded by Sir Charles Forbes, the whole of the papers which led to 
the proceedings in the Court of King’s Bench connected with the 
despatches sent out to Bengal, were ordered to be laid before the Pro- 
prietors. Mr. Goldsmith, Mr. Poynder, and Mr. Weeding, wished 
the Chairman to give the meeting some information relative to the re- 
newal of the Charter. The Chairman promised that the subject should 
be brought forward with as little delay as possible: that was all he 
could say in their then state of preparation. Sir C. Forbes was not 
sorry to hear that their character as merchants was to be disunited from 
that of sovereigns; but he should very much regret the loss of the 
profitable trade to China. Sir John Malcolm wished for inquiry into 
the claims of British subjects upon the native Princes of India, and a 
motion for copies of certain correspondence on those subjects was 
agreed to. 

A meeting of Bank Stock Proprietors, being one of the quarterly 
courts prescribed by the Charter, was heldon Thursday. Mr. Horsley 
Palmer, the Governor, announced a dividend of four per cent. out of 
the profits of the Bank. He also stated, in answer to a question from 
Mr. Young, that the amount of notes in circulation was eighteen 
million or thereabouts ; and that the dividend was made out of profits 
which had actually accrued to the Bank, or at any rate very nearly so. 
The rest, or surplus fund, had not undergone any material alteration 
since the last court was held. The Governor also said, that no terms 
whatever had been settled with Government as to the renewal of the 
Charter. It was stated to be the wish of several proprietors, that Mr. 
Palmer should remain in office another year; but this he declined 
doing, although he was highly gratified by the approbation of the Court; 
he said that his successor, Mr. Raikes, would prove a most able 
Governor. Mr. Palmer has been Governor for three years. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the benevolent Society of Saint Patrick 
was celebrated on Saturday last, at the Freemason’s Tavern. The 
Marquis of Abercorn presided. Among the company, were the Duke 
of Northumberland, the Marquis of Downshire, the Earls of Wicklow, 
Bandon, Kerry, Hillsborough, the Bishop of Derry, Lord Cloncurry, 
Mr. Stanley, Mr. O’Connell, Mr. Spring Rice, and Sir Augustus 
D'Este. Subscriptions were announced to the amount of 1,214. ; 
being 300/. more than last year. Mr. O'Connell subscribed 5/., and 
Lord Anglesea 25/. Both these subscriptions were announced amidst 
mingled cheers, and marks of disapprobation. 

The anniversary dinner of the friends of the Drury Lane Theatrical 
Fund was celebrated on Wednesday, at the Freemason’s Tavern. In 
consequence of the delicate health of the Duke of Sussex, the Marquis 
of Clanricarde supplied his place as chairman. Mr. Harley made a 
speech full of encomiums on the benevolence of the subscribers, and of 
assurances of the great assistance and benefit which poor actors received 
from the Fund. In the course of the evening, subscriptions to the 
amount of 1,100/. were announced. Among the principal subscribers 
were these—the King, 100 guineas; the Duke of Devonshire 1001. ; 
the Dutchess of St. Albans, and the Duke of Bedford, 50J. each. 


MaryLEsonE Errction.—The polling commenced at nine o’clock 
on Monday. Mr. Hope took the lead, and kept it till about two 
o’clock ; when great numbers of Sir S. Whalley’s friends arrived, and 
put him at the head. It soon became evident that Mr. Murray had no 
chance of being elected : he was 300 votes behind Mr. Hope at twelve 
o'clock. Mr. Murphy, the fourth candidate, at that time was about 
350 votes behind Mr. Murray. The poll closed at four o’clock ; when 
the numbers were 


For Sir S. Whalley..... dived HaeSAaoeLeeeseees ee 1,386 
re eee eee 664s eseews 1,222 
PAP) PIATAY os'0 on<s 1055 ot sin aseisasesteeeeones 763 
PRE, PEMIDOY « vicvcvees sccttusvecéscucssbedses - Io 


In the course of the evening, Mr. Murray resigned ; in order, as he 
stated, to leave those electors who had pledged themselves to vote for 
him the opportunity of giving their votes to either of the other candi- 
candidates. 

On Tuesday morning, the polling recommenced with great spirit. 
Mr. Hope’s friends were sanguine of his success, and laid heavy bets 
that he would be returned. After about an hour’s polling, however, 
these expectations were destroyed. Sir S. Whalley’s majority rapidly 
increased ; and at four o’clock was more than 800 votes. On Wednes- 
day morning, the returning-officer, Sir Peter Laurie, announced the 
numbers to be— : 


For Sir S. Whalley ........+.seeeeeee S So eie tes ses 2,869 
Bs TMD 00 aCak'nctin.iele BERebaTiegic os puso. 2,055 

MR MEME fants souk hans 09k dorks Cah bo koak 791 

WAY PRMPUG oki csc chee cctaccestetscassress 172 


Sir Peter, then declared Sir S. Whalley duly elected. He also stated, 
that on the 8th instant, when he accepted the post of returning- officer; 
he inquired whether there was any likelihood of a vacaney occurring in 
the representation of Marylebone. He was informed that there was 
not; yet on the 10th, only two days after, the writ was moved for in 
the House of Commons. He made no comment; he stated facts, and 
they might draw their own inferences. He was sorry to see so much 
apathy in the borough. In the inclement weather of December last, 
6,760 votes were polled, but at the present election, with all the ad- 
vantages of Spring weather, only 5,887 had been given. The whole 
number of registered voters in the borough was 8,901. The expense 
of the last election was only 338/. altogether, and this time it would 
be stillless. The whole business had been conducted in peace and order. 

Sir 8. Whalley, in a speech of considerable length, thanked the 
electors for the honour which they had conferred upon him, in opposi- 
tion to every exertion of Aristocratical influence, and the basest at- 
tempts to bribe and intimidate them. When he reflected on the more 
than Roman virtue which the electors of Marylebone had evinced, the 
firmness with which they had withstood temptation, and the arduous 
nature of the struggle which had so triumphantly terminated, he felt 
oppressed with feelings such as filled the breast of Hannibal when he 
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looked back at the Alps, after passing those gigantic barriers between 
him and Italy. ot Bye 

Mr. Murray was received with considerable cheering. He denied 
most distinctly having been the nominee-of Mr. Portman; of whose 
intended resignation he had no previous nor private intimation, having 
heard of it for the first time from a tradesman. The returning-officer 
was under.a mistake, and had misled the meeting and the public, by the 
allusion which he had made. He then defended himself and his family 
from a charge made against them by Mr. Murphy, of being public pen- 
sioners. This he positively denied. He congratulated the electors on 
the choice which they had made. A shrewd old gentleman had said,— 
that ‘‘ he saw so many lovely girls in the world, he wondered where all 
the bad wives came from :” he would say, that there are so many. flat- 
tering and promising candidates, he wondered where all the idle and 
bad members of Parliament came from. However, he heartily hoped 
that the electors of Marylebone would receive the greatest advantage 
from their choice. 

Mr. Murphy came forward, . but. was almost universally hissed. He 
congratulated the meeting on the defeat of both Whigs and Tories, and 
their choice of a Radical. 

Thanks were voted to Sir Peter Laurie, and the meeting separated. 





The arguments in the cause of Leith versus Irvine were brought to 
a close in the Court of Chancery on. Saturday last. They had lasted 
twenty-one days. The suit itself, in one shape or another, has been 
before the Court for more than thirty years. 

A communication has been made by the Lordsof the Treasury to 
the Middlesex Magistrates, that they do not intend to provide, as bere- 
tofore, the salary for the Chairman of the Sessions. The Lambeth 
Police-oflice is to be suppressed. 

Richard Coster was apprehended on Thursday, by Mr. Cope, the 
City Marshal, upon a charge of forging Bank of England notes toa 
considerable extent. He -underwent an examination at the Mansion- 
house, but was remanded till Monday, to give time for the production 
of witnesses. ' :; 

Marshall,. Taylor, and Evans, the men accused of the brutal treat- 
ment and murder of the boy Robert Paviour, have been twice privately 
examined at Hatton Garden during the past.week. It is said that the 
Magistrates have received some important information which will im- 
plicate other persons besides the prisoners in the commission of similar 
crimes. ‘The only evidence published, which seems to bear against the 
prisoners, has been given by a Mr. and Mrs. Brindley, who are re- 
sident at Hampstead. They state, that on the night of the 23d of 
February, three days after the commission of the murder, as they were 
walking towards Hampstead, they observed three men with a large 
bundle on the Albany Bridge in the Regent’s Park; that on their ap- 
proach, one of these men said, “ Halloo! who’s coming ?” and another 
said, “ Hush! never mind.” Soon after they had passed on, they heard 
a splash in the water; which Mr. Brindley thought was probably made 
by the fall of a cat or dog that the men were drowning. - Neither Mr. 
Brindley nor his wife could identify the prisoners, although they said 
that they were similarly dressed, and were about the same heigat as the 
men whom they had passed on the bridge. 

Information was received on Monday at the different Police-oflices, 
that the premises of Mr. Roe, at St. John’s, Worcester, were broken 
open by some thieves, and plundered of several hundred dozens of men’s 
and women’s gloves, of the value of 500/. and upwards. 

Thomas Chinnell, the driver of a Brentford omnibus, was racing on 
the London road, on Monday last, with one of Cloud’s omnibuses ; 
and drove over an old man, named Hancock, who was employed in 
mending the road, and who could not get out of the way in time. The 
poor old man was dreadfully hurt, and the driver remains in prison until 
it is known whether he can recover from his bruises. 

An unusual accident happened to the passengers in a Paddington 
‘omnibus on Wednesday last. The hind axle-tree snapped close by the 
near-wheel, as they were going along the pavement, Moorfields. The 
vehicle slowly swayed over and fell to the ground, with its top resting 
-on the curb of the pavement. The passengers were all tumbled to- 
gether, but sustained no injury except a little:crushing. 





Che Country. 

The election for Oxford terminated on Saturday. On Monday, the 
Mayor declared the numbers to be—for Mr. Hughes Hughes, 802; for 
Mr. Towneley, 700; for Mr. Maclean, 461. Mr. Hughes was there- 
fore duly returned. The weakness of the Tory party in Oxford was 
proved by this result. Every effort was made by the heads of houses 
and Professors of the University, by the Aldermen and Magistrates, to 
procure the return of Mr. Maclean, who was educated at Baliol Col- 
lege, where in 1823 he gained the highest honours. 

The nomination of candidates for the representatien of the vacant 
seat in the Western division of Cumberland took place at Cockermouth 
on Monday. Mr. Irton was proposed by Captain Irwin of Calder 
Abbey, and seconded by Mr. Hoskins of High. Mr. Aglionby was 
proposed by Sir Wilfred Lawson, and seconded by Mr. Saul of 
Greenrow. The two candidates then severally addressed the meeting. 
A show of hands was then taken by the High Sheriff, and declared to 
be in favour of Mr. Aglionby ; whereupon a poll was demanded on the 
part of Mr. Irton. 


Circulars have been issued to the officers commanding the different 
corps of Yeomanry, requiring a return of their arms and ammunition, 
as well as their present state; also of the present depdts of arms, spe- 
cifying such of them as are in the possession of the men. 


At the last Lincoln Assizes, Mr. Henry Dymoke, the Champion of 
England, brought an action of trespass on his manor of Scrivelsby 
against a farmer named Goe. ‘The defendant had shot a pheasant in the 
adjoining manor, which fell inside Mr. Dymoke’s fence. He stretched 
his arm over the fence, and picked up the pheasant, and it was for this 
“ trespass ” that the action was brought. The Jury returned a verdict 
for Mr. Dymoke—damages, one farthing! The Judge refused to cer- 
tify that the trespass was wilful; so that each party will have toepay 
his own costs. 





A pretty specimen of an English gentleman this Mr. ! 


Champion Dymoke must be. Could the most paltry pettifogging at-_ 
torney in the land have acted more contemptibly thati this Lo ‘of the 
Manor of Scrivelsby? All these manorial rights are derived from the 
dark ages, when English yeonien were ‘‘villeins ;” atid they are not un- 
frequently exercised in a manner which tends vastly to stir up “agra- 
rian agitation” among our agricultural population.] ~ =~ 

At the Wilts Assizes, Henry Harren was indicted for feloniously 
sending to James Davis Horne, dealer in coals, a letter threatening to 
kill or murder him, and also to kill his cattle and burn and destroy his 
house, because he had purchased coals of strangers. The following 
letter, signed ‘* Swing,” was received by the prosecutor. 

“Tam determined todo what I am going to tell you: me, and 93 of my party are 
determined to have reform, quietly if we can. You had better not buy co Is of 
strangers. If we can't have reform quietly, we shall have it by loss of-a few lives. 
There is no harm in poisoning or shooting you and Tailor. Unless you leave off buying 
—* strangers, your cattle will die, your houses will be on fire, and your lives will be 

The handwriting was clearly proved to be that of the prisoner, and 
the Jury found him guilty. Sentence, transportation for life. 

At the Dorset Assizes, Silvester Wilkins, a boy of sixteen, was con- - 
victed, on the clearest evidence, of having set fire to the flax-combing 
shop of John Follett at Bridport, by which that and seven other houses 
were destroyed. Sentence of death was passed on him; and though 
recommended to mercy on the ground of youth and previous good cha- 
racter, the Judge feared the law must take its course. 

At Bury St. Edmund’s, on Monday, George Shearing was tried for 
the murder of his: nephew, a lad about eleven, whom he killed by 
throwing a pitchfork at him, while they were at work together loading 
acart with corn. The boy.irritated him, and he flung. the fork at him, 
which entered’ his lungs, and he died in a-few minutes. _ Acquitted, on 
the ground of insanity. 

William Taylor, a youth of about nineteen, was hanged on Monday 
last, for the wilful murder of William Burbank, neara place called 
Heckington, in Lincolnshire. The circumstances Of the murder were 
mentioned .in last week’s Spectator. It was committed on the 9th 
instant, and within ten days after, the murderer was convicted and 
hanged. 

The house of Lord De Roos at Brighton was robbed, on the night 
Friday the 15th, of plate. worth between 400l. and 500/. A reward of 
1001. 1s offered for the discovery of the thieves. 








IRELAND. 

The Marquis of Ormond, the Lord-Lieutenant of Kilkenny, con- 
vened a meeting of the Magistrates on ‘Tuesday last, to consider the 
state of that county. They passed resolutions in approval of the 
Coercion Bill ; and stated, that from the Ist to the 17th of March, no 
fewer than 114 outrages, four of them homicides, had been committed 
in Kilkenny alone. A petition was agreed upon, which prays tor the 
enactment of severe measures to repress these disorders. It is to be 
presented by Lord Duncannon. 

A number of Magistrates assembled at Banbridge, near Newry, on 
the 12th instant, and entered into resolutions contradictory,'in the most 
direct terms, of the allegation made by the Dean of Dromore that they 
had refused to attend with the military to aid the Reverend gentleman 
in the collection of his tithes. These Magistrates also state that there 
is no organized opposition to tithes in the couutry, but there is a great 
unwillingness to pay tithes to non-resident diynitaries. _ Amongst the 
Magistrates by whom these resolutions are signed, is a Rector of the 
Established Church. : 

The run for gold upon the Irish banks seems to have entirely 
ceased. 

Mr. George Penson, late of Covent Garden Theatre, committed 
suicide, by drowning himself in Dublin Bay, on Monday. ‘The body 
was taken out of the water on Tuesday morning. It appears that he 
had been for some time affected with a nervous disease, which had in- 
capacitated him from appearing on the stage. The part of Figaro, in 
the opera of that name, was the last character he performed. 





SCOTLAND. 

The Edinburgh papers contain accounts of a lamentable accident 
which occurred on Saturday last, at the residence of the late Lord 
Eldin, in Picardy Place. Saturday was the third day of the sale of: 
Lord Eldin’s pictures, and upwards of two hundred persons were as- 
sembled in the back or principal drawing-room, where the sale was 
going on. About half-past two, just as Mr. Winstanley, the auctioneer, 
was selling a painting by Teniers, a crash was heard, followed by a 
hard creaking or rasping ne?s. ; and a movement or undulation was 
observed among the compa:.,. Immediately afterwards, a thick cloud 
of dust arose, and loud shrieks and screams were heard. ‘The whole 
floor of the apartment had given way, except a strip of about two yards 
in breadth on one side of the room. Eighty or a hundred persons were 
thus precipitated into the apartment below, amidst broken joists, bind- 
ings, lath, plaster, pictures, furniture, china, and articles of virta. 
Their situation was dreadful. ‘They were almost suffucated by the 
lime and dust ; and, as one of the sufferers said, they felt the horrors 
of the Black Hole at Calcutta. The people outside were first made 
aware of what had happened, by two or three gentlemen, who had con- 
trived to extricate themselves, rushing out of the door, covered with 
blood and dirt. Assistance was soon procured, and in about an hour 
all the sufferers were removed to their respective houses. ‘The only 
person who lost his life by the accident was Mr. Alexander Smith, the 
banker, of the firm of Smithand Kinnear. He was dreadfully hurt, and 
died a few minutes after he had been carried home. He had a numer- 
ous family, and was most cordially esteemed and beloved in Edinburgh. 
Among the persons who are more or less injured, the Edinburgh pa- 
papers mention Mr. George Thomson, the friend and correspondent 
of Burns, who received a severe blow on the chest; Mr. Ross, son of 
Mr. Charles Ross, Advocate; Mr. John Anderson, of Mansfield 
Place; Mrs. Keay, of Snaigo; Mr. W. Lang, Assistant Clerk of Ses- 
sion; Dr. Maclagan, Mr. Marjoribanks, and others. Among those 
who were fortunate enough to escape with little or no injury, were 
Lord Moncrief and his son, Mr. Robert Jamieson, Advocate, Mr. 
David Laing, bookseller, Mr. Ewing, the Reverend Dr. Jamieson, 
Sir A. Campbell, and Sir James Riddell. 
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The Reverend Edward Irving has been tried for his heresy tegard- ° 


ing the sinfulness of Christ's human nature, by the Presbytery of 
Annan, and found guilty; The awful sentence of excision from the 
Scottish Church was pronounced against him on Wednesday the 13th, 
in the presence of nearly two thousand persons, in the church at An- 
nan. He made a long, vehement, and characteristic defence of his pe- 
culiar superstition ; whieh he said, however reviled by the ungodly, it 
Was some consolation to know was flourishing. 

“ Though scorned aud trampled on, truth is prevailing. You shall not goone half mile 
in London but you shall see some of our Scottish youth, yea, and of our ‘a ry. youth 
also, statiding up to preach that trath for which I now appear at this bar. t Charin 
Cross, at London Bridge, at the Tower, and in all the high places of the City, you shal 
find them preaching to a perishing people, aud, though often hooted and pelted, yet pa- 
tient withal. And I am sure the day is not far distant when the Evangelist shall go forth 
and be listened to throughout the land,” 

Previously to the Moderator’s proceeding to pass sentence, Mr. 
Sloan, the senior member of the Annan Presbytery, was requested to 
offer up a prayer; when Mr. Dow, late minister of Irongray, who had 
been sitting next to Mr. Irving during the trial, rose up, exclaiming— 

“ Arise, depart—arise, depart. Flee ye out, flee ye out of her. Ye cannot pray, How 
ean ye ptay to Christ, whom ye deny? Ye cannot pray—depart—depart—flee—fiee.” * 

Mr. Irving, and several others who belonged to his party, followed 
the advice of Mr. Dow. As he was going, Mr. Irving lifted up his 
hand, and said— . 

“ Will ye not wey the voice of the Holy Ghost, which ye have now heard? As 
many as will obey the Holy Ghost, follow.” 

The Moderator then solemnly pronounced the sentence of deposi- 
tion, and the Presbytery was dismissed with a blessing. 





BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 
BIRTHS. 

On the 18th inst., in Stanhope Street, Lady Litrorp, of a son and heir, 

On the I6th inst., in Eaton Place, Lady Aveusta Barina, of a son. 

On the 15th inst., at Woodford, the Lady of Taomas H. Spars, Esq., of a daughter. 

On the 17th inst., in Portland Place, the Lady of Enwarp Dawson, Esq., M.P., of a 
daughter. 

On the 19th inst,, at Sheen Grove, the Lady of Grorcze Banks, Esq., of twin 
daugliters. 

On the 19th inst., in Connaught Place, the Lady Avausra Vernon WENTWoRTH, of 


a daughter, 
MARRIAGES. 

On the 18th inst., at All Souls’ Church, Langham Place, Groraz Lord Viscount 
Torrineron, to Mary Anne, only daughter of Sir John Dugdale Astley, Bart., M.P. 

On the 15th inst., at Clapham Church, Compron Reape, Esq., to Miss Jane WALKER, 

On the 2lst inst., at St. Mary’s, Bryanston Square, Lovis ALFRED ConTE DE 
Boissive, to Saran Sevina, the youngest daughter of W. Saunders, of Worcester, Esq. 

On the 2lst inst., at Marylebone Church, Henry Grorce WE ts, Esq., second son 
of John Wells, Esy., of Bickley, Kent, to Cuartorte, eldest daughter of Sir Thomas 
Baring, Bart., of Stratton Park, Hampshire. 

DEATHS. 
On the 15th inst., at Bath, in her 83d year, the Hon, Mrs. Mackay, mother to Lord 


eay. 

On the 13th inst., at Douglas, Isle of Man, Murpocu RoseErrson, Esq., R.N., in his 
62d year. 

On the 17th inst., at his house in Torrington Square, Mr. Morris, in his 91st year. 

On the 15th inst., the Right Rev, Dr. Grapwext, Bishop of Lydda, and coadjutor 
to the Right Rev. Dr. Bramston, Biskop of Usula, Vicar Apostolic in the London District. 

On the 26th ult., at Rosebank, Fife, after a long and painful illness, AGnes, wife of 
Mr. James Ballingall, in her 39th year, 

Perished in the Erin steam-packet, going to Belfast to join the 80th Regiment, W. 
Goprrey Jervis, in his 18th year, eldest son of W. P. Jervis, Esq., of Beech-hill, near 
Guildford. 

At his residence, Cork, in his 112th year, Mr. Ropert Pyne, in full possession of all 
his faculties ; until the last few months, he could ride without fatigue twenty or thirty 
‘miles a day. 

On the I7th inst., at Howbury Hall, near Bedford, the seat of her son, Frederick 
Polhill, Esq., Mary, the relict of the late Jolin Polhill, Esq., of Howbury Hall, and of 
Cavendish Square, in her 74th year. 


== 








POSTSCRIPT. 


Satrurpay Niet. 

The Conservatives were playing their own game when they united so zea- 
lously with Ministers in order to carry the Irish Suppression Bill. They knew 
that the great strength of the Ministers lay in their popularity—in the confidence 
which the public reposed in them. They knew, moreover, that the popularity of 
any Administration must be wrecked by a measure almost ‘‘ too bad” for CastLE- 
REAGH himself; and therefore they promised to support it when introduced by 
Earl Grey. The Conservative anticipations having been, to a certain extent, 
fealized, it is not unlikely that there will now be so strong a muster of Opposition 
Peers against the rémsdial measures—especially the Irish Church Reform Bill 
—that Ministers will be left in a minority. In such an event, we know that 
they are pledged to resign. The Standard of this evening publishes a letter 
from “ one of the most able and excellent members of the order,” to a brother 
Peer, in which resistance to the Church Reform Bill is solemnly inculeated as 
a religious duty. It would not be very difficult certainly to turn out the Minis- 
ters: but let the Standard, or any ‘“‘member of the order,” tell us how the 
Conservatives are to get in, and especially to keep in, after the mighty deed is 
accomplished. ‘ There’s the rub.” 


The Times of this morning states that intelligence has been received from 
Paris of the banishment of Don Cartos from Spain. No information to that 
effect has reached the French Embassy ; and the news is doubted. 

The new Dutch Minister, M. Deprr, had his first official audience with 
Prince TaLtteyranp and Lord Patmersron this day, at the Foreign Office. 
The conference lasted a long time, but, we believe, without any real progress 
being made. 





The Chamber of Deputies is employed in discussing the bill for the alteration 
of the sugar-duties. Our sugar-duties bill was passed last night, in the House 
of Commons, without any alteration; although perhaps it needed it nearly ag 
much as the absurd system of prohibition which prevails in France with regard 
to the importation and refining of sugar. 

A national subscription is about to be raised in France, for the purpose of 
relieving the necessities of M. Lafitte. The Spanish loan-contractor, M. 
Aguado, has given 4,000/, 


There is a letter in town from Captain Grasscock, of the Orestes, now 
stationed off Oporto, which mentions that the Miguelites made an attack upon 
the city on the 4th instant, but were repulsed by the garrison with a loss of 600 
men. This is the same affair which was said to have been commenced by a 
sortie from the garrison. 


No information has yet reached the Admiralty from Oporto of a later date 
than the evening of the 4th inst. 





EE 


A vessel which passed Oporto on the 10th, brings’ intelligence that the wea- 
ther was moderating, and there was a possibility of landing provisions; but 
Mievxt had erected batteries which almost command the ing-place. 





Tory Evtcrronerrtw¥e.4_In the late contest in Marylebone, a respectable 
tradesman was written to by a certain Lady, who not only solicited his vote for 
Hope, but told him plainly that if he did not so vote she would cease to employ 
him. The prudent and conscientious grocer voted accordingly for Hope—but 
took with him to the poll jifteen votes for Whalley. 





_ Srontine INrettiGeNcr.—Immediately after the arrival of a Russian cou- 
rier on Saturday last, a Russian Count arid a German Baron left town in great 
haste for Melton Mowbray, where MaetvcHe wiz is residing. 





Tue Russtan Dietomarisrs.--The mysterious movements of MastucHE- 
witz in the pursuit of sport, and the gormandizing campaign of Pozzo pr 
Boreo, are gradually unfolding themselves, and important changes are likely to 
take place in the corps diplomatique of St. Petersburg. 

Pozzo v1 BorGo has left us more puzzled as to our internal politics 
than he was before he paid his visit; and Jonah his intercourse, his conversa- 
tions, and his dinners were with all sorts of people, the opinions and statements 
he has heard have been so contradictory that he has confessed he cannot see his 
way far. Nor is this to be wondered at, when we consider how difficult, or 
rather impossible, it is for persons within their own country even to unravel all 
the links and the networks of artificial society: no doubt Pozzo has been 
hoaxed and mystified as well as others of the same profession. He has left be~ 
hind him a Russian Count, who by keeping himself as much as possible out of 
the public eye, will ertdeavour to illuminate the wily Pozzo. 

It is well known that the Emperor Nicxoras will not receive Mr. Stratrorp 
CannNinc as our Ambassador at St. Petersburg ; and unless another is sent, 
the Lirvens will be withdrawn, and the business of the Embassy placed in the 
hands of a Chargé d’ Affaires. By this mancetvre, we shall-get rid of one of the 
most daring and artful intrigantes of the present day ; and whatever the feelings 
of the Cabinet of St. Petersburg may be, it is pretty certain that the present 
British Ministers will not weep very bitterly at the departure of a woman who 
has been a most inveterate and occasionally a very dangerous enemy to them, 

Many circumstances make it otobeble that Masrucnewitz (the Anti- 
Patriot Pole) will be appointed Chargé d’ Affaires for the Emperor. Possessing 
a degree of quickness, though no great depth of intellect, and a remarkable 
share of that cunning useful in the lower grades of diplomacy, he was sent 
to this countey.as a kind of private agent of the Autocrat; and the farce af 
protocol-making, in which he assisted, was all to advance other purposes un- 
avowed. The time is at hand when Ashburnham House will be a deserted man- 
sion; but the glories of Melton Mowbray are still rising. 





MEETING For THE Potrs.—It is very difficult to conceive any set of men 
combining for a nobler purpose than that of rescuing the Polish Patriots, now 
pining in this country, from bitter want—from the last stage of destitution, 
brought upon them by a brave defence of their rights as a people. We can- 
not do every thing—it is proved we cannot-even save our own poor from misery: 
these are the details of social misfortune—the dross precipitated in most states of 
a refined society: but in standing up for the Poles, we are raising our voices for 
a principle of vast comprehensiveness—the principle of national independence. 
They who pride themselves on feeling that in distress the patriot has a last 
home in Britain, will not surely let him come here and remain forsaken and dis- 
appointed. All our regard for the national honour, all sympathy with liberty 
and right, forbid that the last and bravest defenders of their country against the 
overwhelming force of Russia should starve on our shores. A meeting is to be 
held on this interesting subject on Tuesday next, the 26th instant, at Free« 
mason’s Hall. Sir Francis Burdett, a kind of patriarch of liberality on the large 


scale, is to take the chair. Let those who cannot attend provide a sovereign 
substitute. 





COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 


Tue new farce, A Nabob for an Hour, performed on Thursday, met with com- 
str: success. It is in Poowe’s happiest style, and excited abundance of 
aughter. BartLey, as the sham Nabob, played with spirit ; but the fun did not 
depend upon the actors merely; though Keeuty as a Postillion, who flogs his 
horses out of pure good fellowship, and his wife, as the Lady’s-maid, contributed 
greatly to the amusement. The dialogue is pleasant and lively, and contains 
some smart touches of satire. 

That capital scene in My First Campaign, of the resistance of a garrison of 
three persons in a mill, to a large body of troops, has been dressed up as a sepa~ 
rate entertainment, called The Mill of Wyndyke, for the purpose of bringing 
Lavorte before the audieace in an English play. The incident is well managed,. 
and his acting is excellent. 

An_ opera by Avner, entitled The Coiners, or the Soldier’s Oath, was 
brought out at Covent Garden to-night. The plot and the verses are exceed- 
ingly poor, and the music is but so-so, One trio was pleasing, and there were 
a few pretty passages scattered here and there. 

The Keans, father and son, appear together at Covent Garden on Monday, 
as Othello and Iago. 


PRIVATE VIEW OF PICTURES. 


The Exhibition of the Works of Living British Artists, at the Gallery in Suf- 
folk Street, Pall Mall, opens to the public on Monday. We attended the pri- 
vate view to-day. The pictures display only an average amount of talent. 
There are none possessing so extraordinary a degree of merit as to call for a se- 
parate notice ; though we are almost inclined to give that distinction to one of 
*¢ Parish Pay-day,” by P. F. Poore. It is ascene such as Crazpe delighted 


| to describe, and the delineation of the painter is equal in vigour and characte- 
| ristic truth to the description of the poet. i 


There are two meritorious attempts 
at historical subjects,—‘‘ Wolsey’s arrival at Leicester Abbey,” by Hart; 
“Ruthven demanding the dismissal of Rizzio,” by S. J. Jones: but we cannot 
speak of either as being very successful. J 

Insxirr has several of his sketches of females, as opaque and muddy as usual. 
Hurtsrone some of his pleasing portraits of children ; and Messrs. Wyatt, 
Bone, Mippieton, and Boanen captivate us with portraits of beautiful wo- 
men. FAULKNER we miss: we understand he is abroad. There are some 
pretty bits of nature by Messrs. Lez, ALLEN, Hitper, Creswick, Witson, 
Cuambers, &c.; and a landscape with cattle, by J. S. Coorer—not the 
R.A.—of great merit. Lance takes the lead in splendid subjects of still-life ; 
though there are some delineations of a more homely kind, provokingly well 
painted, by other artists. The rule would seem to be, with modern painters, 
the poorer the subject, the richer the art bestowed on it. 

Among the Sculpture, is an admirable bust of Sheridan Knowles, by 
MacpoweE tt. 

We shall notice this exhibition more fully next week. 
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: MONEY MARKET. 
Stock ExcHanez, Frivay Evenrne. 
The English Stock Market has shown a tendency to decline during the whole 
week, but scarcely any thing has oceurred to require particular notice. Consols 
for Account have been as low as 87%, and after having been at 88}, closed to- 
day at that price. India and Bank Stocks are at their old quotations ; the 
quarterly meeting of the Bank Proprietors not having produced any effect on 
the price of the Stock. Exchequer Bills are steady at 47s. 48s. prem. Money 
js still abundant; but the more sagacious of our capitalists anticipate a pressure 
if the demand for gold in Ireland should continue, and thereby compel the Bank 
to reduce the amount of their present issues. 
The business of the Foreign Market, although extensive, has not produced 
much fluctuation: almost all descriptions of Stock are to-day nearly at the 
prices of last Saturday. Dutch Stock has, as usual, been the- chief object of 
investment, and has maintained its price, although every post from Holland 
during the week has brought intelligence of a continued decline of prices both 
at Amsterdam and Rotterdam. This firmness is to be attributed to the recall 
of the combined. fleet from the North Sea, and the reported return of Sir 
Putrenry Matcorm to Sheerness, and Admiral VitLeNEuve to Cherbourg. 
The dividend on the Brazilian Loans has been advertised, but the Stock has de- 
clined ; and after having been at 644, closed to-day at 63. Russian and Danish 
Bonds continue firm, but do not seem so much in demand as formerly. Greek 
~and Mexican Stocks have also improved ; the former is to-day 37 to 38, and 
the latter 3743. At a late hour yesterday afternoon, intelligence was re- 
ceived from Oporto, which, went a considerable way to negative the sinister 
rumours of the last few days: the price of Portuguese Bonds and Regency 
Scrip has consequently improved; the former, after having been at 50, is to-day 
514 524, and the latter, which was low as 6} dis., is to-day 5} dis. to 43 dis. 
The transactions in Spanish Stock have been very extensive; on Monday the 
price reached 20, and on Tuesday the market was depressed by several large 
sales as low as 18%. It has since rallied, and has to-day been as high as 19%, 
and closed at 195%. The continued improvement in the price of Cortes Bonds 
at Paris has given increased probability to the current rumours of a pending 
conversion of this Stock ; but the confidence of many of the holders here has been 
shaken by the operations of the present week. 





Saturpay, On o’Ciocx, 

Very little has been done in the English Funds this morning; Consols for 
Account have been, sellers, at 872 88, and are now 873. India Stock has im- 
proved, and is 208} to 209}. Exchequer Bilis are 47 4S prem. Spanish Stock 
has been the chief object of attraction in the Foreign Market: the price has 
been as high as 203, but has since been depressed to 193, and is now 193 204. 
Portuguese Bonds and Regency Scrip are not quite so firm as yesterday, the 
intelligence lately received from Oporto not bearing the favourable construction 
which was first put upon it; the holders of Don Pedro’s Loan are however 
still confident, and no disposition to effect sales has yet appeared. Almost all 
other descriptions of Foreign Stock are at the closing prices of yesterday. 


Satrurpay, Four o’Croct. 

Just previous to the close of business, some sales were effected in Consols, and 
the closing price is lower, viz. 87§ 3. The improvement in India Stock is, we 
understand, attributed to a communication from Government relative to the ap- 
proaching change in the Charter. Dutch Stock is lower, closing at 463 47. 
Russian Stock is also lower by nearly 3 per cent. than yesterday, the nominal 
price being 103. Spanish Stock has been as high as 20%, and closes at 204. 
All other Foreign Stocks are lower. 
3 per Ct. Consols ... 874 ¢Belgian5 per Cts.... 88: 4)/Mexican6perCts. 37 4 
Ditto for Account... 87¢ Brazilian5 per Cts.. 6233¢ Portuguese6 p.Cts. 50 4 
New 34 per Ct. Ann.. 94} 5\Danish 3 per Cents, 73 4 |Do.RegencySe.5p.C. 5¢ 
Bank Stock ........ —— |Dutch 24 per Cents, 46% 7 Prussian(1818)5 p,C. —— 
India Stock for Acct. —— reser bd | Cents. -—— |Russ.(1818)5p.C. 103 
Exchequer Bills .... 47 48)Greek (1825)5.p.Cts, 37 39,Spanish(1821)5p.C. 208 








THE HERTFORD ELECTION. 

Tue Committee on the Hertford Election petition have been employed for the 
last fortnight in examining witnesses, adduced to prove, that intimidation and 
bribery were shamelessly employed to return the Marquis of Salisbury’s two 
nominees, Lords Ingestrie and Mahon, and to defeat the Independent, Mr. 
Duncombe. This evidence is curious; and, unless means are taken to prevent 
the recurrence of such practices as are detailed in it, may prove instructive to 
the uninitiated agents of noble boroughmongers, 

It appears that, directly or indirectly, about the time-of the-election, Messrs. 
Nicholson and Longmore received through several banking-houses in’London 
upwards of 7,000/. on account of the Marquis of Salisbury, Lord Mahon, and 
Lord Ingestrie. These gentlemen were the ostensible agents of ‘the two 
Lords” during the election. For some inexplicable reason, Mr. Nicholson had 
occasion to pay a person named Dack, between March 1832 and March 1833, 
no less than 1,750/. ; to another person named Twaddle, 347/. ; and to others 
named Cheshire, 4377. What might be Nicholson’s motive for bestowing 
so much ready cash upon the above individuals, it would of course he difficult to 
divine, although it was about the time of the Hertford election that the pay- 
ments were. made; but that these worthy men must have had occasion for 
money at that time, in order to enable them to serve their country to advantage, 
would appear from the fact of their having given gowns, shoes, hats, smock- 
frocks, drink, and money, to various persons who obliged ‘‘ the two Lords.” 

Lord Mahon appears to have been no contemptible proficient in the art of 
canvassing ; as the following evidence of Mr. Thomas Russell Davies, a book- 
binder at Hertford, will prove. 

Went to Nicholson's and saw Lord Mahon and Nicholson, who told him he had seen 
Twaddle, and had a conversation about his vote. Witness said, if he voted for Lord 
Mahon he should expect a handsome present, Lord Mahon asked him what he 
wanted! Witness told his Lordship he had received considerable injury from the 
bullies and gipsies, arta that he would not vote unless he had 10/. Lord Mahon said he 
should have the\0l, Nicholson said that he would draw his pen across an account of 
3/: 15s. which witness owed him, and that he (Nicholson) thought that would be some- 
thing handsome. ‘The cancelling of the debt was to be in addition-to the 10/. Witness 
thought himself that that was handsome. Witness told his Lordship it would save a 
great deal of trouble if he had the money then. His Lordship replied it could not be 
legally done then, but that he should have it so soon as he had polled. 

After all, Mr. Davies’s conscience pricked. him, and he voted for Duncombe 
and Spalding. 

George Beck, a labourer, and tenant of Lord Salisbury, gave evidence to the 
following effect. As it is highly creditable to Lord Ingestrie, we extract it— 

Lord Ingestrie asked him to vote for him. He replied “Yes.” His Lordship then 
asked him, to vote for Lord Mahon also, He replied that he could not promise; that 
he did not know Lord Mahon, Lord Ingestrie said that it was he had the longest purse 
‘Witness did then promise to vote for Lord Mahon. Lord Mahon was not more than’ 





— or four yards from Lord Ingestrie, Lord Mahon thanked and shook hands-with 
witness, 3 

There is a vast deal of evidence to prove that Dack, Twaddle, Nicholson, and 
Longmore, used money or threats to procure votes. Gypsies and bullies were 
hired by the score to mtimidate the voters of Duncombe’s party. They were 
littered down like cattle in the stable and cellar of a publichouse called Rat’s 
Castle,—where almost every “friend” of the Marquis of Salisbury seems to 
have got drunk, for nothing, at least once a day during the election. That the 
Marquis himself did not scruple to interfere. openly in the contest, would appear 
from the following evidence. 

Henry Fisher said, he recollected the Marquis of Salisbury going to Mr, Nicholson's, 
ona Friday in November. His Lordship was on horseback, He came on the Bayford 
road; that was the Hatfield way. Im the course of an hour afterwards, there was a 
crowd opposite Mr. Nicholson’s house ; the band was also in front laying. Lord Sa- 
lisbury came out on horseback, having, at that time, the colours of Lords Ingestrie and 
Mahon tied to the horse’s head. Witness remarked to a friend, “ Did yon ever see any 
thing like that; the Marquis of Salisbury with the two candidates’ colours ?” 

Another witness, Thomas Cousins, said— 

A person came to him and sent him to the Red Cow, to escort Lord Salisbury out of 
the town. There were a great many bullies assembled, wearing the colours of the two 
Lords. The Cheshires directed the party to go in procession from the Red Cow to Mr. 
Nicholson’s —the band playing. On the party reaching Mr. Nicholson's, Lord Salis- 
bury came out into the street. “ihe crowd gave him three cheers, The procession then 
paraded the town. Twaddle and several others were at the head. Lord Salisbury pre- 
ceded the band. There was a flag of Lord Ingestrie’s colours in‘the procession. 

Bribery, drunkenness, perjury, and intimidation, seem to have flourished 
during the election. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into all this rascality, act like independent 
and faithful Representatives of the People, who will spare no pains to sift the 
whole proceedings to the bottom. 





THE DIVISIONS. 

In publishing our lists of Divisions in the House of Commons, on several ques- 

tions of great public interest, we have again to state our regret at their being so 

imperfect. Many members were doubtless at their posts who will gain no eredit 
with their constituents for their attention; many were. absent, who will escape 
the blame which their idleness and indifference to their duty richly merit. The 
remedy rests with the House. 

EXPLANATION. 

Column_No, 1, Lord Atriorr’s Motion for the Second Reading of the Irish Disturb- 
ances Bill—1lth March. Minority marked N. No list of the Ma- 
jority published, 

Lord AtTHore’s Motion to appoint the Second Reading of the Irish 
Church Reform Bill on Thursday the 14th March instead of Mon- 
day the 18th—llth March, Majority marked A; Minority, N; 
Absent, —. 

— No,3. Mr. O’Connetr’s Instruction to the Committee on the Irish Disturb- 
ances Bill, to preserve the right of meeting in public to petition for 
redress of grievances—I3th Mareh, Minority marked N. No list 
of the Majority published. 

— No.4. Mr. O’Connetx’s Motion to strike the Court-martial clause ont of the 
Disturbances Bill—19th Mareh, Majority marked A; Minority, 
N; Absent, —. 

—— No.5, Mr. Tomas Atrwoop’s Motion for a Select Committee to inquire 
into the Distress of the country—2Ist March, Majority (list im- 
perfect) marked A ; Minority, N; Absent not marked. © — 


— No.2 
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Members’ Names, 1/2 }3}4/5 Mempbers’ NAMEs, 1/243\4 Is 
Abercrombie, J., Edin. City. Al [Niall Briggs, R.J., Halifar.......) |-| |N ms 
Acheson, Visct., A4rmaghshire —| {al Rrigstock, W. P., Somerset,E.}. |—| |-|N 
Adam, Adu; Kinr. & Clack.C. - AA) Briscoe, J.1., Surry, E...... _ -|N 
Adams, E, H., Carmarthen C. -| j-| || Brocklehurst, J., Maccicsficta f-f jalw 
Aglionby, H., Cockermouth... |N| A|N|N/N/] Brodie, W. B., Salisbury .... A A|N 
Agnew, Sir A., Wigton C.... N| |-| {| Brotherton, J. Saiford...... Nia | 
Althorp, Visct., Northamp... A} |A/A/| Brougham, J., Kendal ...... jAl JAlaA 
Andover, Ld., Ma/mesbury .. —| |-| || Brougham, W., Southwark..| -—| |Aja 
Anson, Hon. G., Yarmouth... - Al || Browne, D., Mayo C....0-.+ — AlA 
Auson, Sir G.. Lichfiel@ .... | |-| |a!a'l Browne, J.. MayoC.......{ |-| [al 
Apsley, Lord, Cirencester . . . —} j-| || Bruce, Lord E., Marlborough) |x| |- | N 
Arbuthnot, Gen. H., Kincard. N|  |—/Nj/ Brudenell, Ld., Northamp. N.| |—| |- 
Archdall, Gen., Fermanagh C. —| |-| | Buckingham, J. S., Sheffield.|N|/—|N|N 
Ashley, Lord, Dorsetshire... Nn} |-| | Bulkeley, Sir R. W., daglesea| | a —IN 
Astley, Sir J., Norfolk, W... A| {A\Ni] Buller, C., Liskeard........ Nial |- 
Astley, Sir J. D., Wiltshire, N. —| |-| |} Buller, J. W., Eveter....... A 
Atherley, A., Southampton ., —| A; || Buller, E., Stafford, N...... A A 
Attwood, M., Whitehaven... - —|N|| Bulteel, J., Devon, S........ i. Ala 
Attwood, T., Birmingham ... |Nja| |N|n|} Bulwer, E. L., Lincoln .....)Ni— Nia 
Baillie, J. E., Bristol.....+. iW ie \! Bulwer, H. L., Coventry ....|N/—-| |- 
Baillie, Lt.-Col. Fortrose, ce. | |—| |-| || Burdett, Sir F. Vestminster.| |a| Ala 
Bainbridge, E. T., Taunton . -—| |N wn] Burrell, Sir C., Shoreham...) |—| |- 
Baldwin, Dr., Cork City.... |N|A|N|N/N'|| Burton, H. P., Beverley .... Sige A 
Balfour, J., Haddington ..... - = || Butler, Hon. P., Ki/kenny...|  |— Nin 
Bankes, W. J, Dorset C..... - —! {| Buxton, T. F., Weymouth. os | Ala 
Bannerman, A., Aberdeen City A| |A/Aj| Byng, Sir J. Poole ......0..| |—| JA 
Baring, A., Esser N........ Nj |—|a/] Byng, G., Middleser........) |- A 
Baring, F.T., Portsmouth... A/a|| Callender, J. H., Argyle C.. A 
Baring, W. B. /Vinchester... N _ Caleraft, G. H., Wareham .. _ ~ 
Baring, H. B. Marlborough. N) [N Cayley, E.%., Yorkshire, N.| |-| |Aln 
Baring, F., Thetford ....... —| JA/A|| Callaghan, D., Cork City...) [—| |= 
Barnard, E. G., Greentvich .. A AlA Calley, T,, Cricklade .. ote g = an 
Barnett, J. C., Maidstone... —| fal Calvert, N.; HertfordC.....| |—| |-|N 
Barrington, Hn. Capt., Sund. -| |- Campbell, Sir J., Dudley.... A AlA 
Barron, H. W., Waterford Ci. |N|a|_|N{N|} Carew, R,S., WexfordC....| |—| |- 
Barry, G. S,, Cork C........ Nj—| NIN Carter, J. B:, Portsmouth...) |—| [Ala 
Bateson, Sir R., Derry €.... —| |[—|N,, Cartwright, W.,Vorthamp. S| |N} |- 
Bayntun, S., York City.... |NJ—| |N} | Castlereagh, Vis., Down C...| |—| |— 
Beauclerk, Maj. A., Surry, E. |N|A|N|N/N|| Cavendish, Lord, Derby, WV.) |— A 
Beaumont,T.W., Northum. 8. A A|A|| Cavendish, Hn. C., Susser, EZ.) |— _ 
Belfast, Earl of, Antrim C... _ Al Cavendish, Col.H., Derby Tn. ~ A 
Bell, M., Northum. E....... -| |-| Cayley, Sir G. Scarborough..| |— A|N 
Bellew, R. M., Louth C..... |NI— N|N|| Chandos, Mar., Bucks ...... a NIN 
Benett, J., /Filtshire,S. .... A A | A|| Chaplin, T., Stamford ...... - —|N 
Bentinck, Ld.G. King’s Lynn —| |A/Al] Chapman, A., Whitby ...... IN| |= 
Beresford, Sir J. P., Coleraine _ in Chapman, M, L., Westmeath| Nn | — NIA 
Berkeley, Capt., Gloucester . A A Chayter, W. R. C., Durham -—| [- 
Berkeley, Hon. G., Glouc. W. - A Chaytor, Sir W., Sunderland. A AJA 
Berkeley, Hn. C. F., Chelten. A A Chetwynd, Capt. W. Stafford | | -— aja 
Bernal, R. Rochester ....... — —|A|| Chichester,J.P.B. Barnstaple} | a A|N 
Bernard, Hn. W. Bandonbridge _ - Chichester, Lord A., Belfast} |— —|A 
Bethell, R., York, E........ N] JA Childers, J, W., Cambridge C.| |- A 
Biddulph, R. M., Denbigh C. A} |A/N|| Christmas, J., WaterfordCity| |N A 
Biddulph, R., Hereford City. - - Clay, W., Tower Hamlets...| | 4 N 
Bish, T., Leominster ..... 4E —| |N/N|| Clayton, Lieut.-Col, Marlow] |—| |-|N 
Blackstone, W., Wallingford. N A|N|] Clive, E. B., Hereford...... - AJA 
Blake, Sir F., Berwick. ..... —| |—|N|j Clive, Hon. R. H., Salop,S..) | - AJA 
Blakeney, W., Carlow C.... |Nlal |- Clive, Vis. Ludlow ......... j-} JAJA 
Blandford, Mar. of, Woodstock —| |N Clements, Vis., Leitrim ..... _ N/A 
Blamire, W., Cumberland, E. -| |- Cobbett, W.; Oldham....... N'AIN|—|N 
Blaney, Capt. €., Monagh. C. -| |[- Cockerell, Sir C., Evesham...) j-| |A 
Blunt, Sir C. R., Lewes .... -| |- Codrington, Sir E., Devonport] | A AJA 
Bolling, W., Bolton ........ -| j= Cole, Hon. A., Enniskillen ..) |—| |— 
Boss, J. G., Northal. . ; -| ja Cole, Vis., Fermanaghshire..| |N} |— 
Bowes, J., Durham, S....... |NI-|NIN Collier, J., Plymouth ....... lAINIAIN 
Bewes, T., Plymouth ...00+6 A A|'N|| Colquhoun, J.C., Dumbar C.| | 4 -|N 

. Conolly, Col., DonegalC.,.. N — 
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Memsens’ Names, 1 415 Memorns’ Nawes. 1) 2) 3}4 |5 Mrmsenrs’ Names. 1/2)314/5 Mrmprns’ Nawrs. 1/2}3)4/5 
Cookes, T. H., Worcester, E. | |—| |A|N|| Hareourt,G.V., Oxford C...) j—| JA Meynell, Capt. H., Lisburne -| |- Sharpe, Gen., Dumfries.....) |A] | NIN 
Cooper, E., Sligo C......+.. -| |- Hardy, J., Bradford........) |-| |- Mildmay, P. St. J., Winchest. Al ja Shaw, F., Dublin Uni. ......) |N] JA 
Cooper, Hon. A., Dorchester. -| |- Hardinge, Sir H., Launceston| |-| |— Miller, W. H., Newcastle... -| |- Shawe, R. N., Suffolk ......] |—-] |A|N 
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TOPICS OF THE DAY. 


THE MARYLEBONE ELECTION. 


Tue result of the Marylebone election is an indication of the state 
of public feeling in the Metropolis, which deserves attention from 
men of all parties. The Ministerialists and Conservatives, more 
especially, may derive a useful lesson from it. It may let them 
into the secret of their actual standing in public opinion. Judging 
from the palpable miscalculation which they have lately made, 
some new light upon this point must be very necessary to them. 

The Ministerialists, no doubt, anticipated the support of the 
same confiding majority at this election which Sir WiLL1am 
Horne and Mr. Portman received at the last. They recollected 
that the then Radical Sir S. WHALLEY was defeated by a majority 
of upwards of eleven hundred votes ; and that the Conservatives 
apparently acknowledged their party to be prostrated, by abstaining 
from even a show of opposition to the triumphant Reformers, The 
December election, too, was carried without any ostensible interfe- 
rence on the part of the Government ; although Sir W. Horns owed 
his success to the fact of his being considered the protégé of the 
Ministry. But during the late struggle, there was no shyness 
whatever in supporting Mr. Murray on the part of the Treasury. 
That there was any directly illegal interference with the freedom 
of voting, we are not prepared to say. But Mr. Murray had 
little personally to recommend him, except an unblemished private 
character, and good intentions. Now, it is not enough that a man 
means well to his country and constituents. Experience in busi- 
ness, some proficiency in the science of legislation, and perfect in- 
dependence, ought to be among the qualifications possessed by any 
one who aspires to represent the populous, wealthy, and intelligent 
electors of Marylebone. With regard to the two first-mentioned 
requisites, there is no evidence on record that Mr. Murray pos- 
sesses them; and with regard to the lust most important one, 
how stands the case? what claim had he to be considered in- 
dependent? 

He was the declared Government candidate; he was strenu- 
ously recommended, and unsparingly puffed by the Government 
press; for him Sir W. Horne, the Attorney-General, spouted at 
electioneering meetings, with official zeal; he marched to the hust- 
ings at the head of a phalanx of the Whig Aristocracy,—Lords 
CavenpisH, Mitton, Russet, Esrineron, and Morpetna, 
Messrs. BrouGHAM, PonsonBy, PELHAM, and others,—all thick- 
and-thin Ministerialists, some of them even brothers and sons of 
Cabinet Ministers. We cannot recollect an instance of a more 
undisguised demonstration of Treasury influence and inclination, 
even under the most overbearing and corrupt of our Tory Ad- 
ministrations: and if any very important public interest or prin- 
ciple had been the stake played for at the last election, we should 
have been tempted to characterize it in terms of reprobation, which, 
owing to the comparative unimportance of the struggle at the pre- 
sent time, it does not appear to call for. 

What was the result of all this mighty display ? what was ef- 
fected, after all, by this Treasury straining? Why, Mr. Murray 
was beaten hollow inthe course of three hours. At twelve o'clock 
on Monday, he was more than three hundred votes behind Mr. 
Hope the Tory, and nearly as much behind Sir S. WHatiey 
the Radical,—who had been requested, forsooth, to retire, lest his 
small body of supporters should create a diversion from the popu- 
lar party in favour of Mr. Hore! It soon became evident, how- 
ever, that the Popular party went with SirS. WHaLLEY,—we pre- 
sume for want of some one more suitable—Sir H. Parne tt, for 
example—to support. It was Mr. Murray, then, who created the 
diversion, and who placed the return of a Liberal in jeopardy. In 
short, the electors of Marylebone, having the choice of three can- 
didates, none of them being unexceptionable, chose the most Libe- 
ral politician of the three. On this account, they preferred a man 
without fortune, undistinguished by talent, but who had boasted 
of being descended from WHALLEY the Regicide, to a gentleman 
of high birth and connexions, an accomplished and cherished mem- 
ber of the British Aristocracy. Mr. Murpuy, of course, we put 
out of the question—nobody could have dreamed of his election. 

It appears, then, that the circumstance of being a Ministerialist 
is no longer a passport in the Metropolis to a seat in the House of 
Commons. In this respect, things are wonderfully altered since 
December last. It would have been difficult to point out the 
claims of Sir Wint1am Horne to the representation of Mary- 
lebone at the last election, excepting that of being Attorney-Ge- 
neral. That connexion with the Ministry, however, enabled him 
to poll 2,500 votes more than Mr. Murray mustered, with the 
same influence more strenuously exerted in his behalf. There 
can, we think, be only one conclusion drawn from this result,— 
namely, that the general conduct of Ministers, since the opening 

‘of the session, has been displeasing to the middle classes ; for it 
should be recollected, that the constituency of Marylebone is 
mainly composed of persons of respectability and some property— 
not of such venal paupers as return the members for Liverpool, 
Norwich, and Hertford. There are, besides, many persons, who, 
though disappointed, and obliged to withdraw their implicit confi- 
dence from Earl Grey's Ministry, still were averse to making any 
direct opposition to their candidate, and declined voting at all, 
This is proved by the fact, that though the Conservatives used 
extreme exertions at this election, while they had kept aloof from 





pushed as far as it would go, the nutiber of votes actually polled 
was nearly two thousand less than at the last contest. e re- 
turning-officer did not complain of the apathy of the voters without 
cause, These last, however, had good reasons for their in- 
difference. The great majority of the electors of Marylebone 
are as ardent friends to the cause of Reform as ever they 
were; but they no longer believe that to return a Ministerialist 
is the surest way to advance it. 

One word to Mr. Hore and his friends. They have met with 
the return which their efforts to unhinge the political honesty of 
the Marylebone electors justly merited. They relied for success, 
no doubt, upon the growing unpopularity of the Government, as 
evidenced by Mr. Lyauu’s return for the City, and other indica- 
tions. But were the present Cabinet ten times more unpopular 
than they suppose it to be, still we are happy in being able to as- 
sure these gentlemen, that ¢hei7 chance of recovering their lost 
ascendancy is as distantas ever. They will do wisely, therefore, in 
future, to spare their gold and their threats, as altogether unavail- 
ing. They bave abused the natural influence of property and sta- 
tion to the full extent, but to no better purpose than to display 
their essential insignificance. All good men despise the worn-out 
artifices of a desperate faction, and regard their system of intimi- 
dation and corruption with thorough disgust. If they cannot, 
therefore, convert the power arising from wealth and connexion to 
some honourable purpose, at least it is the part of worldly wisdom 
toemploy it in the commission of some profitable wrong. Their 
late base attempt to bribe the Metropolitan electors, indicates as 
great a deficiency of worldly tact as of honest purpose. 





MR. ATTWOOD'S PANACEA. 


At length, with the aid of a little jockeyship and much perse- 
verance, the affairs of England have obtained some attention from 
the House of Commons. Mr. Arrwoop's motion, on Thursday, 
for a Committee to inquire into the distresses of the country, 
turned the thoughts and conversation of our Representatives out 
of the Irish channel, in which they have been almost incessantly 
running since the opening of the session. 

This motion naturally brought on a discussion upon the degree 
of distress under which the country labours, and the most feasible 
mode of relieving it. 

With regard to the amount of suffering, Mr. Arrwoop, Mr. 
ScHOLEFIELD, Mr. FiELprEN, and others, were very much at 
variance with Lord AttHorp and the opponents of the motion 
generally. The former maintain that it is greater than has ever 
been known before; and that, in fact, there is no slight danger of 
its driving the labouring poor into a state of desperation, which 
will produce terrible consequences. Lord ALruorp, on the other 
hand, feels confident that these statements are grossly exagge- 
rated; and that a change for the better among the labouring 
classes has taken place within a few years. Now, while the rhe- 
torical air of Mr. Arrwoop’s statements obliges us, were there no 
other reason, to doubt their strict accuracy, we conceive that we 
have good grounds for withholding assent from Lord ALTHORP’s 
opinions. We have occasion to know, that, as regards some very 
extensive agricultural districts, the labourers are mot so comfort- 
ably provided for as they werea few years since. Those who have 
visited regularly the abodes of the peasantry in Warwickshire, 
Leicestershire, Shropshire, Cheshire, and Montgomeryshire—to 
mention a few counties which are generally supposed to be in no 
peculiarly unprosperous condition, but the reverse—must have 
been struck with the gradual disappearance of one comfort after 
another, till at length little else than the bare walls are seen of 
once decently-furnished rooms. There is evidence enough that 
the same process has been going on in the large manufacturing 
districts. These facts show plainly, that there has been no im- 
provement in the condition of the labouring poor within these few 
years. 

It is of little use, however, to dispute about degrees of dis- 
tress, when it must be allowed at all events to be very great. 
But the next question is, what remedy is proposed for this state 
of things? Mr. Arrwoop says, depreciate the currency—let the 
debtors pay only fifteen shillings instead of twenty for every pound 
which they owe, and the relief will be immediately felt. No 
doubt—by the debtors. But if the creditors suffer exactly in the 
same ratio that the debtors are relieved, the amount of national 
suffering remains the same. It seems always to be overlooked, 
that there are some poor creditors in the country. We therefore 
question, whether, in a national point of view, even a temporary 
relief to any extent would be obtained by depreciating the circu- 
lating medium. If Mr. MarsHauu of Leeds is forced to com- 
pound with all the shopkeepers who are indebted to him for the 
articles he manufactures, at the rate of fifteen shillings in the 
pound, will not his ability to carry on his manufactory be pro- 
portionally diminished, and all those who depend upon him 
for employment and support suffer along with him ? 

That all farmers who had leases with long terms yet to run, all 
gentlemen who had mortgaged their estates, or had family settle- 
ments secured upon them, all tradesmen who owed money to their 
bankers, all private individuals who had run up long bills at their 
wine-merchants and tailors, suffered more or less by being forced 
to pay in a gold currency debts contracted in a paper one, is un- 
deniable. But how these men are to be restored to their old posi- 
tion—how all these old contracts are to be raked up and resettled 
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able to:make out. However desirable, therefore, it might be to 
reimburse these who-suffered in pocket by Peet's Bill, the thing 
is. plainly impossib‘e, and not worth consideration. 

n whatever light we view the propositions fora depreciated 
eurrency, we confess ourselves unable to see that they could 
essentially benefit the nation at large. We turn with more 
satisfaction to the.schemes of those who would open new markets 
for our manufactures by a trade really free, and new soils for 
‘ur surplus labour, We fear that our Ministers, however, have 
no such extended plans. They will persist, most likely, in patch- 
ing up the old system till it can hold together no longer. 

It will be seen that 158 members voted for Mr. Arrwoon’s mo- 
tion. It must not be supposed that they are all afflicted with the 
currency mania. A great variety of motives probably influenced 
the persons: whoswelled it to such a formidable bedy. Some sup- 
port ad/motions ‘for inquiry, on a general principle. Some did not 
like te vote against a motion for inquiry,assueh a vote might be 
turned to their disadvantage with their constituents. Others may 
havesupported it because they were glad of an opportunity to harass 
the Ministry. A considerable number, however, undoubtedly 
would vote for a fresh issue of one-pound netes, although they are 
hardly prepared to go as far as Mr. Arrwoop in his depreciating 
cchomaeal: Aittogutinas: there must have been a strange jumbling of 
parties 'in the division. 





THE SUGAR MONOPOLY. 


Tie merchants and shipowners of Liverpool have forwarded two 
petitions to the House of Commons, complaining of the restrictions 
on foreign commerce, and the unreasonable and injurious pre- 
ference given to the products of our Colonies over those of other 
most important and profitable customers. We allude as well to 
the petition presented by Lord Sanpon, about a fortnight since, 
from the Brazilian Association, as to the shipowners’ petition, pre- 
sented on Wednesday last by Mr. Ewart. The affairs of Ireland 
‘engross the thoughts and time of Ministers and Parliament so 
exclusively at present, that neither of these petitions received the 
attention which they merit. The facts, however, which they con- 
tain, are important and instructive, and do not deserve to be 
slurred over and forgotten. They add to the mass of proofs al- 
ready in existence, that England has gained her wealth and power 
in spite, not in consequence of her prohibitory commercial system. 
They also furnish an additional demonstration of the impolicy of 
attempting to force any branch of commerce into an unnatural 
activity. A trade which is artificially supported is never for any 
long period together more than half alive. 

Thus it is with the sugar-refining business. People in general 
have no idea how much they are compelled to pay in order to bol- 
ster up this staggering branch of trade. Our West Indian Colo- 
nists are only permitted partially to refine their sugar, which 
comes to us in the shape of Common Brownor Muscovadoes. The 
duty is 24s. per hundredweight, and a drawback is intended to be 
allowed upon exportation to the full amount. This would be very 
fair if nothing more was actually repaid; but the fact is, that 
about 8s. per hundredweight is paid to the sugar-refiner more 
than he ought to receive. This is managed in the following manner. 
A considerable part of the original weight-of the sugar goes off 
during the process of refinement, in molasses and in other ways; 
so that, of course, a larger sum per hundredweight must be repaid 
the refiner on exportation than he originally paid as duty, in order 
to give him a fair equivalent for that duty, which it was the in- 
tention of the Legislature he should receive back, and no more. 
Now the refiners, till lately, received a drawback of no less than 
46s. per hundredweight of refined sugar exported; and at present 
they receive 41s. 6d.—being, as it is supposed, about 8s. more than 
a fair equivalent for the duty on the raw sugar. This 8s., then, is 
a bounty upon the refinery business; and yet we are told, by Mr. 
Mark Pui tips, that the trade isin so bad a state, that the num- 
ber of refiners in Lancashire has decreased, within a short 
period, from 260 to 60. This bounty amounts to no trifling sum ; 
for we paid in drawbacks on refined sugar exported, in the year 
ending 5th January 1831, no less than 1,286,753/. It is a ruinous 
business all round; and there is only one effectual way of restor- 
ing it toa healthy and profitable state. Let us allow the refiner 
to buy his raw sugar where he can get it best and cheapest, and 
not limit him to the produce, so dearly raised, of our own worn-out 
Colonies. Then, he will not ask us for bounties, but will be able, 
by the superior skill and capital which he can bring to bear upon 
his business, to drive his foreign competitor out of the market. 

And this brings us to the consideration of another branch of the 
subject, with which the present state of the refining business 
has much to do. 

Weannually export to the Brazils, manufactures to the amount 
of three millions; the price of which is greatly enhanced to our 
customers in that country, by the necessity which they are under 
of finding some circuitous and expensive mode of paying for them. 
For we refuse to take their sugar and coffee in exchange. Conse- 
quently, last year, upwards of fifty British vessels went out laden 
with British manufactures, and came home not laden with profit- 
able return cargoes, but in ballast. Here the shoe pinches the 
shipowner. He suffers from this half-and-half business, and these 
miserable freights ; and is beginning at last to cry out for free 
trade. It is indeed plain that this state of things cannot endure. 
We eannot long sell to people from whom we will not buy. If the 
present Colonial system be persevered in, we may bid good night 





to the Brazilian trade. The French will soon have the. preference 
in the South American markets. They are sagaciously preparing to 
admit all foreign sugars. at an equal and low duty. Their refine- 
ries also will flourish, and run us hard in the Continental markets, 
notwithstanding the bounty which we pay to our refiners. In 
short, it is diffieult to calculate the loss, actual and prospective, 
which does and may arise from our absurd policy of restricting 
our refiners and ourselves to the produce of our own worn-out Co- 
lonies, and excluding the sugars of Cuba and the Brazils. We 
pay an unnecessarily exorbitant price for our sugar; we ruin our 
refining establishments by prohibiting them from going to the 
best markets for the raw material; we deprive our shipping of 
extensive employment; we diminish the sale of our manufactures, 
and thereby materially affect the wellbeing of millions of our po- 
pulation. 

Yet we find that the old duties are again to be laid on, and the 
old ruinous system is to be persevered in, although the Colonists, 
the refiners, the shipowners, the manufacturers, and, though last, 
the most important—the consumers, are all grievously dissatis- 
fied with it. One would fancy our rulers enjoyed the sight of a 


long list of bankruptcies in the Gazette. They do their best to 
extend it. 





MORE COLONELLING. 


THERE is another Colonel down upon poor Mr. Hume this week. 
The unhappy Guardian of the Public Purse is regularly dragooned : 
the very sight of him is enough to throw Full-pay, Half-pay, and 
Unattached into confusion. The mere mention of his name makes 
a mustachio curl and twist like the sensitive plant about to be 
handled. But of all the absurd wrath poured forth on the bemar- 
tyred head of the Economist, none was ever more purely ridicu- 
lous than the passion which a certain Colonel Lerrn Hay has 
permitted himself to exhibit. Some of the good people of Banff 
thought proper to send their thanks to Mr. Hume for his conduct 
in bringing forth his Sinecure motion: that they had an un- 
doubted right to do so, will not be disputed. Mr. Hume, of course, 
answered the letter which expressed this approbation; and took 
occasion to regret the evil consequences of the division against his 
motion; observing, among other things equally innocent, that 

“ The majority which supported them on that occasion have in reality given 
the Ministers power to set at defiance public opinion, and the affirming so im- 
portant a principle as that which I submitted to the House of Commons.” 


Some people might possibly object to the grammar of this sen- 
tence; others might dispute the opinion that the vote would give 
such power; but surely no human being could imagine personal 
attack in it. But there is no reasoning with Colonels. There was, 
it seems, sufficient combustibility in the paragraph to set this 
touchwood soldier in a perfect. blaze. ‘ Hollo, Mr. Hume! what 
are you doing there—in my borough—my preserve—of Banff? 
How dare you meddle with my constituents? It is a personal 
offence to me to say a word against the majority which resolved 
that sinecures were not things to be abolished; and to say it, 
above all, to my people, is a crime to be answered or beg-pardoned 
for. Down on your knees, most vile meddler!” This is a pretty 
exact translation of the letter that the fiery Colonel thought pro- 
per to address to Mr. Hume. Here is the letter. 

“ London, March 16, 1833. 

“Srr—A copy of your letter to some of the electors and inhabitants of the burgh of 
Banff, dated 4th instant, has just reached me: in it you are pleased to state that the 
majority voting against your motion of the l4th February has set at defiance public 
opinion, and affirmed the principle of supporting sinecures ee ll ogepe As one of 
that majority, and of course identified with this censure conveyed toa constituency I 
have the honour to represent, I conceive it due to them and to myself unequivocally to 
declare that you have endeavoured to misconstrue my intentions, to mystify the reat 
state of the question, and to induce a belief inconsistent with fact. Under these cir- 
cumstances, and it being admitted that no pecuniary saving would have resulted from the 
success of your motion, | call upon you to contradict the statement that I have assisted 


in supporting a system calculated to continue or increase the burdens already pressing 
upon the people. ; 


“TI consider myself greatly aggrieved by the false impression you have given to the 
motives and intentions of my vote on the above mentioned occasion, and trust to your 
seeing the propriety of removing the same by stating your having made assertions 
founded on supposition rather than on fact, and which supposition is inconsistent with 
truth. “Tam, Sir, yours, &c. 

“Joseph Hume, Esq., M.P.” 

Was ever such an affair as this left at a decent man’s 
door! It will be seen in the first place, that Mr. Hume spoke of 
the majority having given Ministers the power to set public 
opinion at defiance: but the Colonel was so blinded with passion 
at the idea of Mr. Hume poaching on his manor, that he could see 
nothing in the sentence but the fatal word “ majority” coupled 
with “ defiance” and “ public.” In the face of so gross an over- 
sight as this, here is a man calling upon another to confess that 
he has been guilty of misrepresentation, mystification, and all other 
abominations. 

Who admits that “no pecuniary saving would have resulted” 
from the success of Mr. Hume's motion? On the contrary, its 
success would have established a principle, that would have led, 
not to one saving, but to a general system of economy. But the 
sore place is not here. Mr. Hume's motion was a pulse-feeler: it 
ascertained the existence of an extensive disease of the heart, at an 
awkward moment, when it was particularly desired to look sound 
and full. Mr. Hume caught the House as it was shuffling and 
wriggling out of its pledges, and applied the touchstone of truth— 
the angel's spear: many forms that looked bright and beautiful, 
in the eyes of their constituents, suddenly were seen creep- 
ing about in the shape of reptiles—sinecurists, serviles, and 
sycophants. Hence all the wrath of letterwriters and para- 
graphmongers against the unlucky Josepu. Oh! it was gall 
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‘and wortiwood to be so soon. unmas’xed—to have so little space 
given for mystifying their country friends. 

Mr. Hume returned to Colonel Luira Hav’'s letter a very 
proper answer ; and the correspondence thus continued and ended. 

“ Bryanston Square, March 16, 1833, 

“ Sin—I must express my surprise at the purport and the tone of your letter of this 
date, which I have just reteived, t 

« The respect I have always had for your father and yourself, for the independent 
course pursued and the liberal principles professed, for so many years, would have in- 
duted me to afford you with pleasttre every explanation in my power ina friendly way ; 
but in the course you have thought proper to take, I deny the allegations in your let- 
ter, I dispute the fight you have to address me as you have done, and I refuse to answer 
the call you have mage on me. : 

* Every expression in my letter of the 4th instant 'to Mr. Fraser, of Banff, I believe 
to be perfectly correct ; and I am prepared to defend them. I would further recommend 
you to be more accurate in stating the purport of any letter of mime before you again 
address me, 

aye *T remain, your obedient servant, 
“To Col. Andrew Leith Hay, M.P.” “ Josern Hume.” 


eee 


«3, George Street, St. James’s Square, March 17. 

“Str—As you adlicre to the assertions contained in your letter to Mr. Fraser, of 
Banff, -end persist in misrepresenting my motives and conduct on the occasion therein 
alluded to, I have no hesitation in stating that the allegations, as faras I am concerned, 
are unfounded and untrue. rae, 

“With regard‘to my future mode of addressing you, I have only to say that it will 
be regulated by what I consider due to myself, and little influenced by any recommen- 
dation of yours. : : oe hs 

“ You have endeavoured to injure me with my constituents, you now pertinactonsly ad- 
here to your misrepresentation, and the only course I have to pursue is to make your 
conduct in this particular known to the public, 

“T am, Sir, yours, &e. 

“To Joseph Hume, Esq., M.P.” “A, Lerra Hay.” 

a 
“ Bryanston Square, March 17. 

“ Srr—In reply to your note of this day, I have only to repeat, that I have not mis- 
represented your motives or conduct, as far as I am able tojudge; but I assure you 
that if I had so acted unintentionally, it would be a pleasure to me to have an oppor- 
tunity of correcting my error. 

“ Tnever doubted that you will in any future correspondence do as you think right ; 
I only claim to myself the same right. 

‘ “ T remain your obedient servant, 


“Col, A. L. Hay, M.P.” “Joseru Hume.” 





After the first alarming letter, the threat of publication provokes 
huge laughter. Well, now the conduct of Mr. Hume is published 
—in the Globe too—and what does the public think ? 





A STRANGER IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


I wap heard that the House of Commons was once St. Stephen's 
Chapel; and thought that its ample area, where ascending ranges of 
seats at the sides displaced the pews and stalls, with high-arched Gothic 
roof surmounting, would not be an inappropriate place for the meeting 
of such an assembly. ‘Though 
* through the lofty aisle and fretted vault 
The pealing anthem swell’d the note of praise” 
no longer, and the “ applause of listening senates,” responsive to the 
flowing periods of some modern CuatTuam, has succeeded to the deep 
diapason of the organ and the shrill voices of the choristers, the meta- 
morphosis was not more extraordinary than that of a pew-fitted church 
turned into a vestry-room, and made the scene of parochial bickerings. 
The dull homily read in droning tone, with nasal twang, has given 
place to the tedious prosing of a lengthy speech. Asa “stranger in 
London,” I felt a natural curiosity to hear the deliberations of the 
‘Commons of Englend; and I found my way to Westminster Hall 
about six o’cleck in the evening. After threading my devious way 
through wide but intricate passages, opening many wrong doors by 
the way, I entered a lobby, along which an ayenue was formed bya 
nuinber of persons assembled, leading to a pair of folding doors. Iam 
right, said 1, this is evidently the Gallery-door ; and I mixed with a few 
decent-looking persons who were proceeding towards it, and was 
about entering, when I was stopped by a powdered gentleman in 
black, who inquired what was my business there; or if I had 
Mr. Speaker’s order? Now I had been made aware that the sight of 
Mr. King’s token was a better talisman than the order of a member ; so 
in answer to his question I slipped a half-crown into the powdered gen- 
tleman’s hand; but, to my surprise, he refused it, saying, ‘‘ You are in 
a mistake, Sir; it is the Gallery you want ;” directing me to a narrow 
doorway in one corner. I apologized, and proceeded up a narrow stair- 
case to a green door, where another whiteheaded person told me that 
the Gallery was full. Not liking to be disappointed, I politely asked if 
he were quite certain, at the same time slipping the talisman into his 
hand: he said he would see, and, returning, admitted me up a shorter 
and narrower stair into what would be the organ-loft of a chapel. The 
seats were filled, and I was fain to stand in the narrow doorway, like 
one of the Cariatides, my head touching the ceiling. I stood for 
a moment in astonishment. Instead of the lofty roof and spacious aisles 
of a Gothic church, here was a small antiquated Presbyterian-looking 
chapel, with a gallery on each side, all of dull oak, and supported by 
slender cast-iron pillars, and having a low, flat, white-washed roof, from 
the centre of which hung a large old-fashioned brass chandelier and 
four-other small ones, with candles. I had thought all public places 
were lighted with gas. The lower part of the chapel was fitted -up 
with benches along each side, leaving a passage in the middle ; which was 
partly obstructed by a table—like the communion-table of a meeting- 
ouse—on which lay some books and a golden mace glittering in the 
light ; the mace and the chandelier being the only bright objects in the 
scene. 

At this table sat two fat and florid-faced persons in counsellors’ wigs 
ana gowns, looking on. Behind them, in place of a pulpit, was 
a tall-backed seat, with a sort of little roof or sounding-board over 
it, with the King’s arms thereon. In this seat reclined, in an easy 
but elegant attitude, another florid-faced personage, in a long, flapped 
wig, whose lappets even seemed to flow gracefully ; his look beamed with 
suavity .and good-humour; he had a twinkling eye, and a bland but 
roguish smile played about his lips; his manner was quiet, cordial, 
and gentlemanly. There was a continual bustle and hum as in a hive 
of bees, oron’Change ; no one seemed to be doing any thing, however, 
but all seemed to have something to say. All this while, an industrious 
person wasihammering out-a string of words, :towhich no one seemed 








-to-be paying attention. I.soon became sensible, however, of. the .pre- 


valence of that common malady catch-coldi: the sy ms. of; several 
members were really distressing, though. I had:not at first.remarked it;; 
but at last the resonance of pocket-handkerchiefs and. the violent fits 
of coughing became so general, and the sufferers. grew so restless with 
the exertion—many of them shufiling their feet and. groaning with pain 
~-that.the speaker could not be heard, and was fain.to sitdown, I 
observed with surprise, that several persons near me most indecorously 
and unfeelingly laughed at these painful symptoms ; and on my remark- 
ing on this in a whisper to my next neighbour, he told me, with a stare 
of astonishment, that this was the way in which the House manifested 
its impatience ; and then it oecurred to me that the coughing was un- 
usually hard and forced. 

There. was now a stir inthe House ; and after some conversation, the 
bland gentleman with the rosy smiling face left his seat, and a bald- 
headed portly man seated himself beside the two wigged persons at the 
table, under which the mace was now laid. There was soon after a 
great rush of members into the body of the House, and spectators were 
beginning to fill the side-galleries. I went out with some other persons 


| near me, who I supposed were like myself going to try for a front seat 


in one of these side-galleries; and after poking about a little, I found 
my way in, and seated myself on a very comfortable cushioned bench, 
which I much preferred to the matted seat I had left. But I had 
scarcely time to felicitate myself on the agreeable change, before a 
person in black, with a badge hung round his neck, inquired politely, if 
I were a member of the House? I said no, that I was only a listenerf 
To which he replied, in a sharp uncivil tone, singularly at variance with 
that of his question, that this was the Member’s Gallery, and not 
a place for me; I must go round into the Strangers’ Gallery. 
I had some difficulty in getting in again; but when I did, the 
scene presented a singular contrast. All was quiet in the House, 
save the high-pitched voice, in which the Irish brogue was appa- 
rent, of a speaker, who was listened to with breathless attention. 
At the back of the Gallery, sat a row of shrewd-looking, pale-faced 
young men, taking notes with great rapidity, who had been laughing 
and joking before. I was fortunately able to get a good view of the 
person of the speaker, between the chandeliers. He was a little man, 
in black ; pale, and with dark hair and eye-brows, from under which his 
eyes peered out like sparks of light from a cavern. He spoke vehe- 
mently, yet temperately, and with extraordinary fluency : his sentences 
were epigrammatic, neat, concise, and polished, and followed each 
other, with brief but regulated pauses between, like a succession of 
pointed arrows. His action was angular, yet not ungraceful, and ap- 
parently spontaneous. He leaned at times almost across the table, 
stretching forth his gloved hands, and pointing his finger to some one 
sitting opposite, bending his head forward, like a serpent about to dart 
upon his prey; his words winding with a flow of sarcasm, smooth and 
cutting as the sweep of a scimitar. Anon he became yet more impas~ 
sioned ; his voice rose to an almost painful pitch ; and waving his arm in 
the air, he scattered flowers of rhetoric like one of Jove’s minions 
flinging lightning around. He could hardly proceed, for the noise of 
members crying out in various tones, from the gibber of a ghost to the 
croak of a bull-frog, ‘* Hear-ear-ear-ear-ear !” till it rose into one great 
shout like the war-whoop of a tribe of Indiais. 

It was some time before a tall thin gentleman, also pale-faced—(the 
predominance of pale faces was remarkable, and made the rosy gills of 
the wigged persons more conspicuous, like the sun shining on a white 
frost)—who had got up on the eloquent little orator sitting down, could 
get a hearing. This speaker had light bushy hair, a heavy brow, 
aquiline nose, and seemed very impatient at being kept standing before 
he could be heard; and when he began to speak, it was evident he was 
vexed. He spoke distinctly, in rather a high key, and with considet- 
able excitement of manner; looking frequently round to those who sat 
behind and beside him, and taking evident pains to rouse them te at- 
tention. He was very confident in his tone, and-seemed ‘to be well 
satisfied with the force of his assertions: but I observed he used but 
little argument, and that was rather clever fencing than cogent reason- 
ing. He appeared to grow soon irritable at the absence of assent to 
his statements, though there were several ‘‘ Hear-ears!” from behind 
him. At last, after slapping his hands till they must have been sore, 
and thumping a dirty red box till I thought the lid would give way, he 
was proceeding with increased energy, looking fiercely at the Httle 
orator opposite him, and was evidently producing an effect upon ‘all 
the members, when he was interrupted by a mild remark from his op- 
ponent. This seemed to exasperate him ; for, stopping with constrained 
feelings, he made a sneering reply, and proceeded with amazing and al- 
most furious vehemence of manner, till at length every sentenee he uttered 
was almost inaudible at its close by the boisterous shouts of “ Hear-ear- 
ear!” which burst from all sides. Iwas too much absorbed with the novel 
sight, to be able to weigh accurately the comparative value of the ar- 
guments adduced ; but the little orator convinced me most ; though the 
tall one seemed trying to beat out that conviction, by sheer foree of 
words. He got on much more easily when the shouting began ; though 
I did not think he spoke to the point, or indeed, that he then cared 
much what he said, so long as they shouted. At last he ended with 
some high-sounding words, which he, as it were, tossed out upon the 
air scornfully ; and then the “ Hear-ears !” grew into inarticulate halloos, 
amidst which he sat down, all those round him smiling and compli- 
menting. 

When the noise of the cheering, and of persons moving ceased, 
I became aware of the presence of a tall, stout-built person, with 
a broad bronzed face, and a no-fashioned brown wig on, who stood 
upright at the table with folded arms, holding in one hand a paper. 
He commenced speaking in a slow, quiet, and easy manner, but with a 
rich and deep voice, flowing and melodious in its tones, and having a 
strong but by no means unpleasant brogue: indeed, it seemed to har- 
monize with his stalwart figure, his homely style, his earnest manner, 
and his honest-looking face. As he proceeded, his address seemed to 
win over some of his auditors; and his arguments were so ‘plainly, 
and strongly enforced, and the modulations of his voice were so 
seductive to the ear, that I thought he must of necessity bring 
all the members of the House over to his opinion. .Presently his man- 
mer altered ; he commenced a strain of invective that seemed to awe all 
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who heard him ; and, as he grew warm, he was like one pleading a sacred 
cause, in which his whole heart and soul were engaged. Nothing could 
be more impressive. At length, however, his voice rose, and, with 
passionate energy, he made an assertion which caused great excitement, 
and “ No, no, no!” resounded from several quarters. He paused for a 
moment, and proceeded to support his assertion; but his arguments 
were evidently not listened to: he therefore took up another point, 
which he enforced with great eloquence ; and amidst loud cries of 
«« Hear-ear-ear !” in which I could discern the shrill scream of the little 
dark orator, he sat down, much to my regret. 

The discussion lasted long, and the speeches were numerous; but 
few of them good, or to the point. Each person seemed, when he 
began to preface, as though he had agreat deal to say, and were going to 
make a capital speech ; but though some clever remarks were made now 
and then, they were often rendered almost ineffective by being mixed 
up with a quantity of needless words. Two or three able men of busi- 
ness spoke directly to the question; but the majority had almost as 
well been silent, and much better have been brief. 

The House now presented a strange appearance for a deliberative 
assembly. In the body of the place, the members were very much 
Givinded.-dncidveniontly so; and there was much talking and great 
confusion every now and then; the bald-headed gentleman at 
the table cried, “ Order, order!” several times. Members kept 
moving to and fro, just ducking their heads as they passed the 
table ; and they lounged in and out of the galleries; now and then 
stooping over to look down below; some yawning, some sleep- 
ing, and one or two laid at whole-length on the benches—the 
aspect and manner of all bearing the appearance either of great 
listlessness or.impatience. The speakers began to be interrupted 
by cries of “ Question” and “ Divide;” and it was difficult for 
even a tolerable speaker to get a fair hearing for a few minutes toge- 
ther. At last the loungers set up such aresolute cry of “ Divide,” 
that there was no hearing any one ; and the bald-headed gentleman 
called out, “‘ Strangers must withdraw.” I obeyed with difficulty, being 
so cramped by the inconvenient seat, that I could hardly stir; and two 
or three of the attendants were very rudely impatient at my slow move- 
ment: but I was glad to get out into the fresh air, for the heat was 
dreadfully oppressive. Without waiting with the crowd to be read- 
mitted at another door, I threaded my way out, and walked homeward, 
musing on the strange sight of the’ House of Commons in action. It 
seems a bad “place to transact the’ business of ‘the, nation in; and 
how it all gets attended to, is to me a mystery. A few seemed to have 
come to talk, and the others to look on. It was like a large debating- 
club; the members seemed any thing but deliberative. The Parlia- 
ment being reformed, their House should certainly be rebuilt. 





THE VOCAL CONCERTS. 


Tux first series of these concerts has closed; and the good taste 
and energy. which marked their commencement has continued 
unabated to the last. 


terials at their command, its members had the power to achieve 
more for the true interests of their art than any previous or 
present musical establishment.” They have done so; and done 
it in the best way, and by the best means. There has been a 
total absence of quackery and humbug,—no subserviency to titled 
patrons, no truckling to noble directors, and no pandering to igno- 
rant prejudices or vulgar tastes. Every expectation that has been 
held out has been fulfilled, and every promise performed. All the 
threadbare pieces even of the finest authors have been rejected. 
Haynpn, for instance, has largely contributed to these concerts: 
not “ the First Act of Creation,” that everlasting line in Festival 
and Oratorio bills, but his Masses, his Passione, and his Seasons. 
The Church Music of Leo, MArcELtLo (not his “ Qual anelante”), 
and Carissim1, has been ranged side by side with that of Gip- 
pons, GREENE, and BarrisHiti; the Songs of Purceit and 
HaAnpex (not “ From mighty kings”), with those of BEETHOVEN 
and Sponr: and the concerted pieces of Mozart and HummME. 
with the Glees of Wresse and Caticorr. And 


“¢ To make the charm the stronger,” 


the rich stores of the Madrigalian age have been copiously 
poured in. 

In looking over the bills of the six nights, we find nearly forty 
pieces of the most eminent writers, which we have no recollection 
of ever having heard at any preceding concerts: and this fact, 
while it proves the industry and zeal of the Directors, is conclu- 
sive as to the want of such a society. It proves also, what we 
have a hundred times asserted, that the London public had no ac- 
cess to the finest specimens of classical vocal music. This oppor- 
tunity they now enjoy; and the constant increase in the attend- 
ance upon the Vocal Concerts sufficiently evidences their willing- 
ness to hear. We subjoin the scheme of the concluding concert, 
‘distinguishing its novel features with the asterisk, as before. 


*Full Anthem, “ 1 will sing of thy power” .. 


Dr. GREENE, 
Glee, “ By the dark rolling waters” ..... 


M‘Moropie, 














Air, Mr, Hawxins, “ Love in her eyes” HANDEL. 
"Gloria (Mass No, To). 6000.09.00 6196000 Haypn, 
* Madrigal, “ So saith my fair” ........+.+-- L. MaRENzi0, 
*Aria, Mrs. H. R. Bisnop, “Ah non so id” ......+-66- Mozanr, 
Aria harmonized, “ If o’er the cruel tyrant ’.........- ARNE, 
*Hymn to the Creator ........... Peeercoredeveneceee CHELARD. 
Fantasia, Oboe, Mr. G, COOKE... ccc ceeee eee eeretere G, Cooke. 
Sanctus, &c. (Mass No. IL.) 2... wc ccc cece ween teens HuMMEL, 
Song, Miss Steruens, “Sweet bird”,..,........6++55 HANDEL. 
*Glee, “ Say mighty love” ..... 0... . ccc eee cece eee Evans. 
Quartetto, “ Alziam gli evviva "(EZuryanthe) ......... WepeEr, 
Ballad, Mr. Broapuurst,“ John Anderson ”’......... 
Madrigal, “ All creatures now” ......... cscs eee eeee Bennett, 
Duetto, Miss Masson and Mr, Puttips, “ Bell’ imago” Rosstnr. 
Glee, “Great Apollo” ......secesecesesseeecsoeesss WEBBE, 


Finale, “ God save the King.” 


In our notice of the prospectus which ' 
the Society issued last September, we said that, “‘ with such ma- 





Dr. Grezne’s noble Anvhem was an appropriate commence- 
ment of su¢h a concert as this : all its fine and majestic propor- 
tions were fully developed. A happier specimen of our ecclesias- 
tical music could not have been selected; nor, of that of the 
Catholic church, a more splendid cue than the “Gloria” of Haypn. 
The simple and stately grandeur of the one was happily contrasted 
with the adorned magnificence of the other. Haypn's climax is 
so exciting, so overpowering, that we trembled for the fate of the 
succeeding Madrigal. But it came off triumphantly, and deser- 
vedly réceived as hearty an encore as any of its predecessors. Our 
best thanks are due to Mrs. Bishop for the introduction of a very 
masterly song of Mozart, and for the excellent taste with which 
she sung it. We are not admirers of harmonized airs; but the 
pleasure we felt at seeing Miss StePHENs again in ap orchestra, 
and the charm which she imparted to this elegant melody, com- 
pelled us to a surrender of our opinion, and heartily to join in the 
general cry of “encore.” It was worthy of Miss SrepHEns's good 
taste thus to appear among the supporters of that style of music 
of which she has long been one of the most distinguished votaries, 
Let us, too, express the pleasure we have felt at recognizing 
among the constant, and evidently delighted auditors of these eon- 
certs, Mrs. Dicxons, Mrs. Mountain, and Mrs. Liston,—names 
associated with our earliest and most vivid musical recollections ; 
as well as our regret that Mrs. Woop and Mrs. Knyvertr have 
not thought fit to contribute their talents in support of an object 
in every way so deserving of them. 

M. CuEtarp’s Hymn to the Creator is a composition exhibiting 
considerable novelty of structure; being accompanied by a double 
orchestra of wind instruments, without the addition of any other 
stringed instrument than a harp; and, of course, demanding an 
assemblage of first-rate performers to bring out its full effect. It 
has some passages of considerable power and beauty, but its ge- 
neral character is too noisy and full of glare. 

The principal features in the Second Act were the Sanctus from 
Hume v's finest Mass; Miss StepHens’s song; and the lively, 
bewitching Quartetto from Euryanthe. Will it be believed, that 
in the year 1833, at the King’s Concert-room, Hanover Square, 
and by a crowded audience, a madrigal of BENNeTT's (date 1601) 
was encored with enthusiasm; while the “ Bell imago” of Ros- 
SINI fell dead! Yet such was the fact. We leave our readers to 
draw their own inferences from it; assured that it will serve as a 
warning to directors and singers, not to venture Rossini again 
into such company as that of Haypnand Mozart, or of our own 
countrymen GREENE, WxBBE, or BENNETT. 

The room, we have said, was crowded : and th's fact, taken in 
connexion with the deserted state of the Opera-house, indicates a 
cheering progress in the musical taste of the metropolis. The 
Vocal Society has upraised good music, and it has also put down 
bad. It has enabled the public to form a standard of musical ex- 
cellence, of which they had heretofore been wholly destitute ; and 
thus the respective merits of different schools will be accurately 
weighed and properly appreciated. That its labours will continue, 
there can be no doubt. The Vocal Concerts are the most popular 
as well as the best exhibitions of the art; and the Society, encou- 
raged by the well-earned fame which has attended their efforts, 
will be stimulated to fresh exertions in the honourable and success- 
ful career on which they have entered. 

A list of the subscribers and the members, which was distri- 
buted in the room, enables us to state the names of the Committee 
to whom we are indebted for the management of these concerts. 
They are Messrs. Betuamy, T. Cooke, Hawkins, HorncastLe, 
Turvr, C. Tayior (Treasurer), and E. Taytor (Secretary). Of 
the good taste which these gentlemen have displayed, we have be- 
fore spoken ; and of their industry and forethoughtthis may be 
taken as sufficient evidence—that, amidst all the novelty and va- 
riety which their selections displayed, not a single piece has been 
omitted, altered, or displaced, throughout the season. 








The expense of the Earl of Durham’s mission to Russia, which has 
been represented as being so very enormous, turns out to be only 
5,4401. 13s. 6d. ; or about half as much as the Duke of Devonshire ex- 
pended on a mere mission of ceremony in 1826. Sir Stratford Can- 
ning’s mission cost 5,400/., and the Duke of Wellington’s 4,536/. 16s. 3d. 
While the Duke of Wellington was at St. Petersburg, he was enter- 
tained at the Emperor’s expense as a Russian Field-Marshal, and the 
expenses of Lord Strangford's embassy were going on all the while; 
whereas we had no resident Ambassador to Russia when Lord Durham 
was there, and his Lordship was obliged to entertain the corps diplo- 
matique. 


Lord Dudley is said to have left Lady Lyndhurst an annuity of 
2,000. per annum. He has also left one of his mistresses 800J. per 
annum, and a reputed son 25,0001. ‘The jewel-caskets of the late Lady 
Dudley were found stripped of their valuable contents; a discovery 
which has excited great surprise. The validity of the will is likely to 
be disputed. 


At the Court of Admiralty, on Wednesday, Sir C. Robinson gave 
judgment in the case of his Majesty’s ship Thetis, wrecked on Cape 
Frio in December 1830, with 800,000 dollars on board; of which 
750,000 had been recovered, through the exertions of Captain Dicken- 
son and Captain De Roos and their respective crews. The Court 
ordered 17,0002. (one fourth after deducting expenses) to be distri- 
panne ret the sailors in proportion to the property saved by each 
vessel. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR WILLIAM HOSTE. 


Turse Memoirs of Captain Sir WitLt1aAm Hoste must be placed 
in the library next to the Life of Admiral Lord CoLtinewoop— 
the dashing frigate by the side of the stately seventy-four. The 
characters of the men bear something like this relation, and the 
books hold it too; chiefly composed, as they both are, of family 
letters, they are little but the exact reflections of the dispositions, 
occupations, and ability of their respective writers. Both works 
are delightful reading, and the perusal of each must be finished 
with a strong feeling of admiration, nay affection, for the subject 
of biography. 

Sir Wit.1am Hoste was one of the naval heroes of the late 
wars. The bravery of these men, joined with nautical skill, was 
the salvation of this country. They redeemed even the errors of the 
baneful anti-national policy of the Pittite Administrations. The 
glory of our Navy, as it shone forth in the actual defence of our 
national existence, our national honour, during the wars growing 
out of the French Revolution, can never fade: it may thence 
always be learned what English energy is capable of—what re- 
sources the English character possesses—how it can despise death 
and all forms of danger when opposed to an enemy that threatens, 
not the existence of the government, but the honour of the nation. 
It is pleasant to look upon a scene of such exertion, even in ge- 
nerals; but in the letters of such men as Hosts, they are brought 
home to us with all the familiar and intimate knowledge of details, 
character, and feelings, that converts the reader into more than 
a spectator, a heartfelt sympathizer. 

Hoste was a brave and generous fellow ; he had a radiant dispo- 
sition; all was open and pleasant about him; he was single- 
minded, straightforward, spirited; he had a tender and affectionate 
heart. He feared death so little, that he may be said never to have 
taken it into account, and yet, in his relatives and friends, he died 
many deaths. No man could feel more acutely any calamity that 
happened to those he loved; the loss of a friend was like the tear- 
ing out of his heart; and yet such was his spirit, his enthusiasm 
of honour, that he never spared them, neither could he have borne 
to have preserved his dearest relative by any the slightest avoid- 
ance of duty or shrinking from danger. This is the true spirit of 
the Navy and it leads to victory, to the honour of the service, and 
the safety of the country. 

It is surprising that this spirit should have survived its hard 
trials : it sprung up and flourished in despite of every discourage- 
ment an Aristocratical Government could fling upon it. Hoste 
is only one among a crowd of the finest men that ever breathed, 
and the most useful to this country, that has had nothing from 
the Government but neglect and ill-treatment. He scarcely 
even murmurs: complaint and he were almost incompatible ; 
but it is impossible to avoid seeing in his observations on the 
remarks made to him by his correspondents, that he felt deeply 
the churlish behaviour of the Admiralty to him on almost 
every occasion. Victories, achievements, exploits, activity, energy, 
spirit, lofty and noble conduct, that in any other service would 
have led to every kind of national distinction, were, in him, re 
warded with invariable indifference to his requests, with no 
promotion beyond that of Post-Captain, with, in some occa- 
sions, the suppression of his despatches, and with at length a 
long-postponed much-talked-of baronctey—a title—a privilege of 
being be-sirred; but among all the millions of public noney 
lavished away, nota rap to support the overwhelming honour 
withal. And why was all this? Not because the Admiralty was 
not sensible of the value of such captains as Hosre—not because 
they were not well aware that the way toencourage such valuable 
qualities in others was to distinguish them in such instances as 
his—but because they had their own hands tied; they were not 
empowered to reward merit: they. were on sufferance—the 
Government was one of patronage—command, commissions, praise, 
and pence must be given in return for votes. By votes they 





‘usurped their power, and for votes they necessarily bartered the 
service of the country, its rewards and its commands. Hosrs, 
himself, with all his admirable qualifications for commanding suc-- 
cess in his profession, rose by interest. He was recommended by 
powerful individuals in the first p!.ce, and for nearly every step - 
was obliged either toa lady of high rank or a great landowner.. 
It is most painful to read of such a man in his letters pressing his 
father to use all his interest to get him a step in that profession of 
which he was the ornament, or to hear him lament that his word 
had no influence—that the Admiralty turned a deaf ear to all his. 
recommendations. Had Hoste been as unworthy as he was 
worthy, he would probably have got to as high a rank as he did 
get; most assuredly he would have risen far higher had his con- 
nexions been more powerful, or could he have boasted a title, or the 
being the son of one in or connected with the Peerage. The. 
country was, and we are afraid is still governed, not for or by itself, 
but for and by an order. Hence the multitude of able men that 
have been permitted to starve and die in obscurity, that their su- 
periors might be qualified for pay, plunder, or pension; hence the 
complaints of such men as CoLLinewoop, that there was no de- 
pendence to be placed upon many of the officers high in rank 
placed under his command; hence, too, the waste of stores, the 
loss of ships, the inefficiency in short, and the failure in parts, of 
the great national arm. 

Wit.1aM Hoste was, like Netson, the son of a clergyman in 
Norfolk. He was born in 1780, went to sea at the age of thirteen, 
and in that service he remained actively engaged for twenty-three 
years ; in the course of all which time, he was very little more 
than a year and a half on shore. After going to sea as a boy, he, 
was a Lieutenant, and a Commander, and a Post Captain, before 
he again touched the British soil. He returned to his father's 
house only after ten years’ hard service in many parts of the 
world; in the course of which, he had been worn down into ill- 
ness, had been wounded, had broken both his legs, had been first 
in every enterprise, and had never failed. His rise had been rapid 
up to this point, for he was under the diseriminating eye of Net- 
sON, and Ngtson could at one time even bend the Admiralty. 
Hoste resembled NELson in many points—he was his pupil, his 
favourite, and was worthy of being his successor. He often re- 
minded the Navy of that gallant man. At the commencement of 
the battle of Lissa, Hoste telegraphed through his little squadron 
the signal “‘ Remember Netson.” It is said to have had a sur- 
prising effect on the men. It would have fallen dead, however, on 
their hearts, had they not been well aware that the chief who led 
them on was a hero of the same class. ‘‘ What can be done bya 
brave officer and an able seaman, that you will do,” said CoLLing- 
woop, another discerner of merit. Hostz, however, on several 
occasions, did more than mere bravery and ability would have at- 
tempted. As Miraseau said, the word tmpossible was not in his 
vocabulary. The town and castle of Cattaro. he took with his 
landed guns and sailors ashore, against all rule and all caleula- 
tion. When the French General saw the ship-guns dragged and 
swung up impracticable mountains which commanded him, he 
laughed at the absurdity of attempting impossibilities. When he 
found his fort played upon by rockets, he grew angry, and said it 
was a mest unmilitary proceeding. He was told it was very 
irregular certainly, but that he had sailors to deal with and not 
soldiers; which fact might perhaps be his consolation, when at 
the end of a few weeks he was introduced a prisoner on board his 
Majesty's ship Bacchante. This was an expeditition on which 
Captain Hoste was sent with a force confessedly inadequate. The: 
attempt seemed absurd; but energy, zeal, fertility of resource, 
and the love and confidence of those under command, will almost 
account for the working of military miracles. 

The principal part of these volumes is composed of letters writ- 
ten by Sir WiLiram to his father and mother, and to his eldest 
brother and sister, both of whom died while he was on service, 
He was a most affectionate creature; his heart clung to his home ; 
though alive to every enterprise, aud never flinching from hard 
work and hard knocks, the first moment of repose always brought 
ideas of his dear home crowding into his mind. ‘ Dear Godwick” 
(the name of his father’s residence)—“ dear old Godwick "—“ one 
line from the old hall "—‘* my happy home "—“ dear, dear, God- 
wick !"—are phrases which occur in every letter. His feelings 
overflow when he looks back upon his boyhood ; in his own cabin, 
after some of his severe struggles, he will shed tears over his mo- 
ther’s kindness; he writes in raptures of the idea of but once re- 
turning to his old home. When difficulty overshadows his fa- 
ther's house, he has no thought for himself—he instantly orders all 
the few hundreds he possesses to be drawn out, the hard-earned. 
share of his slowly paid prize-money. The letters which relate 
to the missing ones from the “old hall”—they who had not 
awaited his return home—his brother, elder only by a year, anda 
beloved sister, both of whom fell a prey to our national scourge 
consumption—are full of tenderness and manly grief; they and 
many others give a beautiful picture of a true English country 
home. 

Sir Wiit1am Hoste returned to England at the general paci- 
fication. He was just able to be brought ashore at Portsmouth; 
he could not stir beyond a house at Gosport, where he remained 
till he gathered strength, and had in some measure reposed from 
the fatigues of his long service. He was on his couch, unable to 
bear company, all the time of the holyday visit of the Allied Sove- 
reigns, who came to celebrate the result of the achievements of 
such men as himself. He recruited his strength, but never re- 
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covered from the blow which his constitution had received, more 
especially from arduous service in Egypt and the Adriatic. God- 
wick, however, had a charm, and the sports of the field—he was 
exceeding fond of:-hunting: and then he married. He eould not 
fail to be happy—first, use of his own disposition, and next, his 
wife was the amiable authoress of these Memoirs. She tells us 
no more of herself, than that Sir Wi111am Hosts, some time after 
his return, married the third daughter of Horatio Earl of Orrorp. 
Of late years, Sir W11r11am Hosts had a guard-ship, and after- 
wards a yacht; he was employed occasionally in transporting 
to our shores such personages as Don Miauex. It wasa dis- 
tiriction that the Duke of CLArEencer selected him twice as the 
captain to convey him and his Dutchess across the Channel. It 
was only hastening his death, however, thus to employ him. His 
constitution had been sinking for years; his lungs had been af- 
fected by some of the pernicious climates he had served in; and, 
after many and frequent attacks, he sunk under the disease in 
1828, being then but forty-eight years of age. What a mass of 
exertion was crowded into the first thirty-four years of this man’s 
life! Such heroes are our only parallels ,of NApoxzon’s youth- 
ful generals. 

The letters are not by any means models of composition—the 
are the careless homely effusions of a sailor, too busy to mind his 
sentences ; neither do they betray much of the speculative faculty 
he was framed for action ; but they are transparent, and a heart 
full of fine feelings is seen through them, all at work like bees in 
a glass hive. 

We will give one example of Sir W1LL1Am’s style: all his letters 
are alike in style and spirit. 

Amphion, off Majorca, May 19, 1808. 

My dear Father—For fear the papers should give you a long rigmarole story 
about Amphion and her crew, I am determined to give you a scrawl directly, 
though no chance of sending it offers at present. Iam on the point of joining 
Admiral Thornborough off Minorca, an shall Jeave this with him. 

T shall begin with saying our dear Edward is quite well, ard has commenced 
his career already in the fighting way, and I can assure you will not tarnish the 
illustrious honours of your house. We have had a small breeze with a French 
frigate; and had the rascal allowed me to close in with him, the day would have 
been a glorious one for Amphion. I think, however, it will appear all was 
done that was possible, and though not completely successful, speaks for itself. 

On the 12th instant, coming into the bay of Rosas, the frontier town of Spain 
in the Mediterranean, I discovered an enemy’s frigate at anchor under the bat- 
teries. Not a moment was lost; we had every man ready for boarding her, and 
my intention was to have run Amphion direct alongside, and have boarded from 
thence. There is no saying what would have been the result ; but if cool and 
determined courage could have gained the day, the frigate would have 
been ours. 

In all the actions I have ever been in, I never saw more cheerfulness and con- 
fidence than was expressed by all my gallant crew. When I tell you we were 
exposed to the fire of three heavy batteries besides the French ship, you will 
conceive we had enough on our hands. Notwithstanding their fire, in three 


minutes I should have been on board of him; but the poltroon, seeing our in- 


tention, gave way to his fears, and rather than wait an attack where he had 
every advantage, cut his cables and ran her on shore, under the batteries of 
Fort Bouton, and another of eight twenty-four pounders. He was not to be off 
quite; and though I saw but little chance of getting him off, I still thought I 
aight be enabled to destroy. 

anchored immediately as close as the safety of my own ship would admit, 
and continued engaging him for near three hours. His fire was completely 
silenced, and not aman to be seen on his decks ; still, however, so close under 
the batteries, that I had no prospect of harming him by cannonade. I sent old 
Bennett, the First Lieutenant, to endeavour to set fire to him ; but their vollies 
of musketry on his approach obliged him to retreat, which he did in a gallant 
style. Finding I could do no more with him, and that it was only throwing 
away powder and shot to no purpose, and galled by the fire of the batteries, 
which kept playing on us without interruption, and the wind failing me, I made 
sail out.of the road. 

How we escaped, I cannot tell; but the hand of Providence was over us; for 
(though under such a heavy fire for near four hours) on mustering our ship’s 
company, and expecting to find our loss considerable, to my great happiness and 
astonishment, a ow men slightly wounded was the only loss we had sustained ; 
our sails and rigging much deranged, and several shots between wind and water. 

Such is the issue of that day’s work, and I think it will make you happy to 
hear your boys have done their duty. My little Ned behaved like a hero, and 
will be every thing you could wish him. He tells me he could beat a dozen 
French frigates now. You may suppose our men are in high spirits at having 
engaged and driven ashore, under such disadvantages, a frigate so superior to 
themselves. It is gratifying to me, believe me; and if there is such a thing as 
true happiness in this life, I think for five minutes I have felt it. 

I left the frigate on shore, where I think he will remain some time. 
Admiral Thornborough, and then repair to Lord Collingwood. You will see 
my letter in the papers, I suppose. It is a plain statement of facts, without any 
humbug, and I hope you will think so. 


I join 


SELECTIONS FROM THE EDINBURGH REVIEW. 


Ir you cannot buy the fifty volumes of the Edinburgh Review, then 
procure these four volumes composed of the Best Articles. Of an 
indispensable but unprocurable whole, it is at least pleasant to 
get a part. Under such heads as Characters of Distinguished Poets, 
Poetry and the Drama, Political Economy, &c., the most elabo- 
rate articles in the Edinburgh Review have been collected, and 
altogether form a mass of most valuable writing. This is, how- 
ever, not the way that the Hdinburgh Review should have been 
presented to the public at this time of day ; neither is Maurice 
Cross, Secretary of the Belfast Historical Society, the man to per- 
form the task. He has prefixed a Preliminary Dissertation,—which, 
if it had been required at all, should at least have been a philo- 
sophical view of the principles of the Edinburgh Review in all its 
tments, and of the effects its advocacy of them has produced. 
AURICE, however, though perhaps great in preparing prose for 
the Belfast Historical Society, sadly wants reach of mind for an 
undertaking of this kind. No doubt he balances Johnsonian 
commonplaces with an air of much self-importance; but the time 





for quackery of that description is long gone by. Four volumes 
composed of the Edinburgh Review, cannot fail tobe good. Had 
Maurice Cross set to work to make a selectien of the Worst 
Articles in the Edinburgh Review, his four volumes of compilation 
would have still beat any other modern’s original contributions to 
criticism and philosophy : as it is, therefore, our readers will under- 
stand, that the cubic foot of space filled by these four bulky volumes 
could not be filled with more valuable periodieal matter—ano, not 
if Maurice Cross, like Sinbad, had thrown his beef every day for 
a year into the Valley of Diamonds, and heaped into one large 
mass the treasures thus derived from the affinity between ox 
flesh and precious stones. Were a man bound for a residence in 
the South Seas, and in the act of selecting his library, how many 
a longing look he would cast upon the ranging row of the Hdin- 
burgh ! how he would calculate its cubic inches, guess its weight, 
and, probably, end after all in consigning it to a couple of tea- 
chests, in spite of the expense of freight, the grumbling of the 
captain, and the objurgation of the fair partner of his cares, who 
would, doubtless, urge that bonnet-boxes did not occupy a greater 
space and rejoiced in an infinitely less amount of solid contents, 
A. book now, which in three or four volumes could replace this 
grand desideratum, would be a mighty acquisition, not merely to 
the traveller, but to every man of limited means whether of time 
or money. Is Maurice Cross’s such a book ?—No such a thing: 
it is good as far as it goes, for it is Hdinburgh Review, but it is 
only a small part of it. The Book of the Edinburgh Review 
must be a different thing. Within the compass of one of Messrs. 
Loneman and Co.'s octavo Encyclopedia volumes, might be given’ 
one of the most entertaining and instructive works in the world : 
it should be the Encyclopedia of the Edinburgh Review. The 
various subjects treated in that miscellaneous work should be 
classed, the history of the treatment of each class traced, the diffe 

rent writers on the same subject contrasted or compared, the more 
striking passages incorporated, and the whole accompanied with a 
running commentary, drawn first from the principles of the subject 
treated, and next from the history of the times in which the articles 
were written. The criticism should be free and unreserved ; no pru- 
dery about names; every thing that was known of the secret his- 
tory of the work which was illustrated should be openly stated, effects 
noted, and results recorded. The influence of the Edinburgh Re- 
view has been great, nay, most important,—it has been in fact, 
part of the government of the nation, for it has greatly affected 
public opinion. It no longer does so—the Edinburgh Review is 
virtually dead; its demise may be dated from the hour the Whigs 
came into office; at that instant its “ occupation” was “ gone.” 
Up to this the virtual, though not the nominal decease of the 
great Edinburgh, should the philosophical and critical history of 
its career be carried. It may since have contained good articles— 
these good articles had they not appeared in its pages would have 
been published elsewhere and have had equal effect; as articles 
of the- Edinburgh Review they acquired no additional power. It 
was not so formerly ; it is not in the nature of a production of the 
kind to be perennial. 


DR. CHALMERS’S VIEWS OF EDUCATION. 


Tuts answer to the Edinburgh Review, which took pains in re- 
futing some of Dr. Cuatmers’s notions on Political Economy, 
leaves the question very much where it was. That Dr.Cuatmers, 
in some of his economical tenets, is not only heretical but wrong, 
we can have little doubt: for instance, he still maintains that the 
true ultimate incidence of all taxes is on landlords. But, on the 
other hand, Dr. CHAutmegrs is quite at home when inculcating the 
importance of a moral education of the people, as well as or in 
preference to a literary one. Education in itself is a mere weapon 
—a mere means: if the appetites are depraved, the affections per- 
verted, the principles corrupt, education becomes simply an 
instrument of evil—it enlarges the sphere of mischief, sharpens 
only the edge of crime. To rightly direct the principles of youth, 
is to give them a moral education. Moral education, in England, 
is almost entirely neglected: the clergyman does not give it, 
neither does the schoolmaster ; what little is acquired, is picked up at 
home, and all depends upon the charm of a virtuous mother. ‘The 
modern father is now-a-days generally far too busily employed 
in scraping together the means of existence, to take care of either 
his own or his children’s morality ; and assuredly young ladies are 
rarely now brought up in a manner to enable them, on becoming 
wives, to make any very decided moral impression upon their chil- 
dren. The subject is well worth the attention of men of ability 
like Dr. CoatmERs; and we trust that his exertions will not only 
meet with success, but excite the industry of equally able fellow- 
labourers. They who wish to see how amoral education is com- 
municated in conjunction with a literary one, must read Sir A. B. 
Faikner’s valuable Tour in Germany; the author took great 
pains in collecting information on the subject. We ridicule the idea 
of French morality; and yet there is no comparison between the 
value of the moral instruction of our youth,.at home, and that given 
both at home and abroad to the children of France. In France, 
the principle may not be very profound, but it is very efficient: 
to be amiable, more especially at home, is the grand maxims: and 
it embraces some very important social results. To get on iw the 
world is our motto—to grasp at every thing: it is a branch 
of the great principle of self-indulgence, so popular in this. country. 

















